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Pirandello. Luigi. 1928. (2)

i “La Giara” the pot]. in
i Novelleperunanno Stories
i for one year]. Firenze:
i Bemporad. Sciascia.

Comparison between ‘One
Thousand and One Night’
and the ‘Pentamerone’
of the Iltalian Writer G.
Basile” )Mugaranah
bayna alf layla wa layl wa
gisas <l-bintamtrdnt, |l
Pentamerone, li->I-katib
al-ltalT Basili, G. B.
Basile», Ahmed Etman

)editor(,  Comparative
Literature in the Arab
World, The Egyptian

Society of Comparative
Literature )ESCL(,
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Bechis, Giovanni )editor(, )1( :
1983. Panchatantra, :
Milano: Guanda. Gabrieli,
Francesco )editor( 1967.
Le Mille e una Notte ]
Thousand and  One
Night]. Einaudi: Torino.

Boccaccio, Giovanni,
1985. Decameron Milano.
Mondadori. Corrao,

Francesca Maria. <«A
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Kafka. Franz. 1991. (11)

Le Metamorfosi OThe
metamorphoses]. Milano:
Feltrinelli. For a study on
the classical and folktales
influences on Kafka see
Grozingen. Karl. 1993.
Kafka e la Cabbala.
OKafka and the Cabbala].

.Firenze: Giuntine

Lévi George 1925. “Le (12)

Sutra du Sage et du Fou.
dans la literature de I’Asie
Centrale”. in  Journal
Asiatique. 207 (1925)
Fry. Stanley. .32-pp. 305
2000. The Sutra of the
Wise and the Foolish.
Library of Tibetan Works
and Archives. One of the
greattreasures of Buddhist
literature. is mDo-
mdzangs-blun” or the
“Sutra of the Wise and the
Foolish” as it is known to
the Mongols. The text was
translated to Mongolian
from Tibetan as the Uliger-
un dalai or Ocean of
Narratives. It is one of the
mostinteresting. enjoyable
and readable Buddhist
scriptures. For centuries. it
has been an inexhaustible
source of inspiration.
instruction and pleasure
for all who have been able
to read it. The history of
this unusual scripture is
still uncertain. Legend has
it that the tale were heard
in Khotan by Chinese
monks. who translated
them into Chinese. from
which it was translated
into Tibetan. then into
Mongolian and Oirat. The
Narratives are Jatakas.
or rebirth stories. tracing
the causes of present
tragedy in human lives to
events which took place
in former life times. The
theme of each narrative
is the same: the tragedy
of the human condition.
the reason for this tragedy
and the possibility of

al-Najjar dedicates a (8)
whole sectiontothe subject
of Juha and the women.
See Corrao. “L’ospite di
Juha” 0Juha’sguest]. “La
moglie di Guha” OJuha’s
wife]. “Le due mogli di
Guha” OJuha and his two
wives]. “Un parto veloce”
DA quick birth]. “La dote
dellafiglia” OHis daughter
daughry]. in Storie di
.99 .2-Giufa. Pp. 67. 81
See also Corrao. .101
Francesca Maria. “L’eros
nella tradizione anedottica
islamica: i matrimoni
di Guha” OThe heros
in Islamic anecdotes].
in Le parole dei giorni.
Scritti per Nino Buttitta.
Ruta. Caterina (editor).
Palermo: Sellerio. Vol. Il.

.8-pp. 1192
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A collection of Sanskrit (10)
fables in prose and verse.
it has been translated in
many languages. The
oldest English version
is by Sir Edwin. Arnold.
1861. The Book of Good
Counsels. fromthe Sanskrit
of the (Hitopades$a,
London: Smith.  Elder
& Co.. The story is
also quoted in a book of
Sanskrit grammar. see
Ashok Aklujkar. Sanskrit.
An easy introduction to
an enchanting language.

Richmond. Svadhyaya
Publications. 1992. 3rd
.6-vol. pp. 25
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Leonardo. Il mare color
del vino The wine coloured
.sea]. Milano: Adelphi

De Franco. Filippo. 1993. (3)
LestoriediGiufaraccontate
al popolo siciliano. (Ind.
Riun. Ed. Sicil. l ed. 1924).
Palermo:Reprint. Bufalino.
Gesualdo. 1986. “Morte di
Giufa” in L’'uomo invaso
OThe mad man]. Milano:
.Bompiani
Marzolph. Ulrich. 1992. (4)
Arabia Ridens. Die
Humoristische Kurzprosa
der Frihen Adab-
Literatur in Internationalen
Traditionsgeflechten.
Frankfurt am Main: Bd.
Marzolph.  Ulrich. .2-1
1996. Nasreddin Hodscha.
666 wahre Geschichten
0666 Nasreddin Hodscha

anecdotes]. Monaco:
.C.H.Beck
Corrao. Francesca (5)

Maria. 2001. Le storie di
Giufa DOGiufa’s Stories].
.Palermo: Sellerio
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<52 pabes 150 501 2001 (L

Al-Najjar. Muhammad (6)
Rajab. 1979. Juha al-
‘arabT OThe Arab Juha]
.Kuwait

(oall e Oledl Cay dazme
w1979

The stories were spread (7)
in Italy in the fifth century;
print in Venice in 1500. a
literary version was done
by Giulio Cesare Croce in
“Bertoldo e Bertoldino”;
see Croce. Giulio Cesare
and Banchieri. Alessandro
1973. Bertoldo Bertoldino
e Cacasenno. Milano:
.Mursia
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Marzolph.  Ulrich. 1992.
Arabia Ridens. Die
Humoristische Kurzprosa
der Frihen Adab-
Literatur in Internationalen
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Frankfurt am Main: Bd.
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Marzolph. Ulrich. 1996.
Nasreddin Hodscha.
666 wahre Geschichten
0666 Nasreddin Hodscha
anecdotes]. Monaco:
.C.H.Beck

Miceli.  Silvana. 1984. |l
demiurgo trasgressivo
OThe Trickster]. Palermo:
.Sellerio

Al-Najjar. Muhammad. Rajab.
1979. Juha al-‘arabT OThe
.Arab Juha]. Kuwait

Pirandello. Luigi. 1928. La
Giara’0 the pot]. in
Novelle per un anno 0O
Stories for one year].
.Firenze: Bemporad

Popovic. Alexandre et
Veinstein. Gilles. 1995.
Bektachia. Etudes sur
Cordre  mystique des
Bektachis et les groupes
relevant de Hadji Bektach
OBektachia. Studies
on the mystic order of
the Bektachis and the
Relevant Groups of Hadji
Bektach]. Istanbul: Les
.Editions Isis

Sciascia. Leonardo. 1995.
I Mare color del vino
OThe sea wine coloured].
.Milano. Adelphi

Somadeva. 1993. L’oceano
dei fiumi dei racconti OThe
Ocean of the Rivers of

. .tales]. Torino: Einaudi

Stith Thompson. (I ed. 1967)
1979. La fiaba nella

tradizione popolare OFairy
takes in Folk Tradition].
.Milano: Il Saggiatore
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Work of Rabelais and
the  Popular  Culture.
Laughter. Carnival and
Festivals in Medieval and
Renaissance Traditions].
.Torino: Einaudi

Bechis.  Giovanni. 1983.
Panchatantra. Milano:
.Guanda

Corrao. Francesca Maria.
(I ed. Mondadori 1989)
2001. Storie di Giufa
OJuha’sstories]. Palermo:
.Sellerio

Corrao. Francesca Maria.
“L’eros nella tradizione
anedottica islamica: i
matrimoni di Guha”. in
Ruta. Caterina. 2005. Le
parole dei giorni. Scritti
per Nino Buttitta OThe
words of the days. Papers

in honour of Nino Buittitta] .
Palermo: Sellerio. vol. Il
.8-pp. 1192

Cosquin. Emmanuel. 1913.
“Les Mongols et leur
prétendu rdéle dans la
transmission des contes
indiens vers [I'Occident
Européen. Etude de
folklore  comparé  sur
Pintroduction du « Siddhi-
Kar, et le conte du
«Magicien et son apprenti,

in Revue des Traditions
Populaires (1912) Parigi :
.128-Clouzot pp. 1

Croce. Giulio Cesare e
Banchieri. Alessandro.
1973. Bertoldo Bertoldino

e Cacasenno. Milano:
.Mursia

DiLeo. Marina. 1996. Le storie
di Giufa OGiufa’s Stories].
.Palermo: Flaccovio

Frye. Stanley. 2000. Sutra of
the Wise and the Foolish.
Library of Tibetan Works
.and Archives

Grozingen. Karl. 1993. Kafka
e la Cabbala. Firenze:
.Giuntina

Kafka. Franz. 1991. Le
Metamorfosi OThe
metamorphoses]. Milano:
.Feltrinelli

Lévi. George. 1925. ([Le sutra
du Sage et du Fou. dans

transcending it. But unlike
Greek tragedy. Buddhist
tragedy is never an end in
itself. i.e. a catharsis. but
a call to transcend that
which can be transcended
and need not be endlessly

.endured
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Folk Culture

Magazine Subscription
Form

Correspondence

P.O.Box : 5050 Manama
Kingdom of Bahrain
Tel.: 973174 000 88
Fax: 973174 066 80

www.folkculturebh.org
members@folkculturebh.org

Dae: ..... .l ........ Attached Amount: |

NamE: ... e MODI €
WOrk Address: ... e e Position: ...
Field: ..o Tel /Office: ..covviviiiiiiin..
PO. Box: ......... Postal Code: ......... City : voveiiie s Country ....oveeeeee e
Al
DEIVEIY AQOIESS: ..ottt e e e e e e e e e e e

Subscription Details:

[lone year L two years Starting from issue no: |
Number of copies:[ | Delivery Mode: [ Post
Kindly notify us before the subscription expiry date by:

(11 month [ ]2 weeks L INot required

Subscription Type: [ individual [ institution ] Exchange and Dedication

] Magazine location

Annual subscription information: ( These prices are valid for a single copy of the magazine, thank you
for taking into consideration the subscription fees included the number of copies desired.)

Institutions: BD 20 .
Institutions: $ 160 .
Canadaand Australia: $179.

1 - Local rates (Kingdom of Bahrain): Individuals: BD 5
2 - Rates for Arab Countries: Individuals: $ 60
3- European Union: €60 U.SA:$98
4 - The other countries: US$70.
5 - Subscriptions outside the Kingdom of Bahrain are sent through the mail.
(thank you for writing the correct shipping address accurately).
6 - The cheques and money orders should be addressed to: Folk Culture,
Account number: 01664472401 - Standard Chartered Bank-Kingdom of Bahrain.
7 - The subscription form should be sent to the magazine accompanied by the subscription
fee or the copy of the transfer.
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Culture Populaire

Bulletin d’ abonnement
alarevue

Correspondance

BP: 5050 Manama
Royaume de Bahrein
Té.: 973174 000 88
Fax: 973174 066 80

www.folkculturebh.org
members@fol kculturebh.org

Datedel’abonnement : : ..... [l Montant ci-joint : |

Nom: ... Prénom: ... Tél portable: ...
Lieudetravail @ .......ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiine v Profession s Lo
Spécialisation: ..................

Boitepostale:....................

[ 0= PP
AArESSE 8 lIVIAISON: ... ..t et ettt et et et e et et e et e e e

Informations d’ abonnement :
[Jian

Numéro de copies:

apartir du numér0|

|:|2ans

| mode de livraison [ ] poste

[ ]siégedelarevue

Merci de nous prévenir avant I’ expiration de votre abonnement d’ une durée de :
[ ]unmois [ ] non requis
Type d abonnement : |:| Ingtitutions

[]2 semaines

[] Individus [] Echange et offre

Renseignements d’ abonnement annuel : Ces prix sont valables pour une seule copie de la revue, merci
de prendre en considération les tarifs de I’ abonnement inclus le nombre de copies désiré.

1- Tarif local (au Royaume de Bahrein) : Individus: BD 5 Institutions : BD 20

2- Tarif des PaysArabes: Individus : $ 60 Institutions : $ 160

3- Union Européenne : € 60 - Etats-Unis: $98 - Canadaet Austraie: $179

4- Lesautrespays: US$70

5- Les abonnements hors du Royaume de Bahrein sont envoyés par I'intermédiaire de la poste.
(merci de bien vouloir écrire la bonne adresse de livraison).

6- Les cheques et les mandats doivent étre réglés al’ ordre de : Folk Culture, Compte
Bancaire numéro : 01664472401 — Standard Chartered Bank- Royaume de Bahrein.

7- Le bulletin d’ abonnement doit étre envoyé ala poste de la revue accompagné du
montant d’ abonnement ou de la copie du virement.
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dont le poids peut atteindre 350 grammes.
Les femmes du peuple mettent, par
contre, des bracelets en argent et leurs
chevilles s’ornent de lourds bracelets
que U'on appelle khalakhels. Un décret
obligea les habitants de la ville de Feés,
hommes et femmes, a porter le saroual
qui ne faisait pas partie de leurs traditions
vestimentaires.

L’auteur note que la nécessité de
distinguer les différents corps de métier
a imposé a chacun de ces corps un habit
spécifique qui en est devenu inséparable.
C’est ce que reléve El Hassan El Wazzan (I
siecle de ’Hégire) qui évoque le corps des
portefaix, en ces termes : « ils devaient
pour leur travail porter un vétement
court, d’une seule et méme couleur,
mais pouvaient, en dehors des heures de
travail, mettre ce qu’ils voulaient. »3 Un
des éléments qui confirment le lien entre
le vétement et la personnalité marocaine,
avec ses spécificités culturelles et
civilisationnelles, est le dépassement

des considérations religieuses : ainsi,
nous avons constaté que les Juifs
marocains portaient les mémes habits
que leurs concitoyens musulmans,
« kisae », « burnous », « tchamir »,
etc. De méme, le vétement de la Juive
marocaine ne différait pas de celui des
autres femmes du pays, qu’il s’agisse,
par exemple, de U« izar », du « haik »,
du « tchamir » ou de la « dra’a », etc.,
chacun de ces habits correspondant a
une tradition locale.4 C’est cela qui a
véritablement constitué le socle unitaire
des spécificités vestimentaires du Maroc,
tant au plan culturel que civilisationnel,
socle qui transcende les différences
religieuses et concrétise ’attachement
proprement identitaire au pays, sur la
base des valeurs esthétiques recues en
partage, de ’amitié, de ’égalité, de la
foi en ’homme et en "unité humaine qui
subsume la diversité et la multiplicité.



du corps qui manquent aux régles
de Uesthétique. L’hiver, elles
se drapent dans des vétements
aux manches évasées dont les
coutures sont a l’avant, a Uinstar
des vétements masculins. Pour
les sorties, elles mettent de
longs sarouals qui dissimulent
entiérement leurs jambes et un
voile qui leur couvre le visage ainsi
que le reste du corps. Le visage
disparait également derriére une
voilette qui ne laisse paraitre que
les yeux. Leurs oreilles s’ornent
de boucles en or serties de
magnifiques pierres précieuses, et
des bracelets, en or également,
pendent a chacun de leurs bras
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habit a gardé, a différents niveaux, une

valeur culturelle et artistique qui dépasse

sa fonction originelle et en fait <« un
matériau archéologique qui interpelle I’historien, le
philosophe, le théologien, le sociologue, |’économiste
autant que ’artiste et ’artisan, dans leurs différents
champs d’activite.

Les Particularités Culturelles
Et Civilisationnelles
De L’habit Marocain

Hussein El Idrissi )Maroc(

Tous sont attentifs aux moindres détails de
’habit : le tissage, la couleur, la forme,
la coupe, la couture, etc., qu’ils mettent
en rapport profond avec Uesprit et les
traditions les plus vivaces de !’époque.
L’habit est le miroir de la réalité, des
évolutions et du niveau de vie d’une
société... La couleur et la forme des habits
autant que les matériaux utilisés dans leur
fabrication sont déterminés par les deux
espaces, culturel et géographique. »1 On
peut s’en convaincre en examinant les
différences vestimentaires qui existent
entre les peuples, a U’échelle locale et
nationale, et qui ne sont pas seulement
le fruit du hasard mais relévent d’une
vision artistique reflétant les spécificités
culturelles et civilisationnelles qui

définissent ’appartenance nationale.

Des savants marocains ont ceuvré a
documenter les habits du pays et a en
répertorier les particularités. Citons
Abou Abdallah Mohamed Al Wajdi,
natif de Fés, qui a écrit Tamimatu al
albab wa ratimatu al adab (La supréme
intelligence et la mémoire des lettres)
ou il étudie plus de deux cents types
d’habits, certains anciens, d’autres
contemporains ; malheureusement, cet
ouvrage de grand intérét est perdu.2 El
Hassan El Wazzan décrit U’habit féminin
du Maroc, en ces termes : « Les femmes
portent de treés belles tenues, mais elles
ne mettent, par temps de canicule, que
des chemises serrées a certains endroits



chamelle dont il est en charge n’obéisse
pas lorsqu’il lui fait signe de s’accroupir
ou de se lever, car si elle échappe a
son autorité il lui devient difficile de
la soumettre dans Uimmédiat a un
nouveau processus de dressage et il lui
faudra alors attendre l’année prochaine,
sachant qu’avec lUarrivée de [’hiver,
’animal, insuffisamment domestiqué,
se trouve livré a lui-méme, et redevient
indiscipliné. C’est pour cette raison que
le dressage doit étre confié a un dompteur
inflexible.

Au terme de U'expérience, un test des

plus ardus attend l’animal. L’homme
le conduit, en effet, vers une vallée
profonde, loin de tout étre vivant; il
le fait asseoir, lui entrave les pattes et,
saisissant un fusil, tire plusieurs coups de
feu par-dessus son cou tout en posant son
pied sur son genou. Apeurée, la chamelle
baisse la téte, ’homme monte alors sur
son dos et, tout en la faisant avancer, se
met a tirer des coups de feu par-dessus sa
téte sans qu’elle ne se cabre, tandis que
des filets d’urine se mettent a couler le
long de ses jambes. C’est a ce moment-la
que ’homme peut se dire qu’il a mené a
bien sa mission.
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qu’elle ne casse pas la corde, qu’elle
ne s’y empétre ou encore qu’elle ne
se brise pas une patte. L’animal reste
attaché une journée entiére a son rondin
et le dompteur revient le chercher que
le lendemain matin - il doit étre le
seul a le prendre en charge, pendant la
phase de dressage, afin qu’il s’habitue a
exécuter ses ordres - ; il trouve alors la
jeune chamelle, encore debout, tournant
autour de son point d’attache et secouant
fortement la téte pour tenter de se libérer
de cette corde qui, pour la premiere fois
dans sa jeune existence, la fixe a la terre,
alors qu’elle avait vécu jusque-la, libre
de toute entrave.

L’animal en phase de dressage ne goltera
pas, de toute la semaine, a la moindre
nourriture, le dompteur se contentant
juste de relacher pour un moment
[’attache, afin de lui permettre de mieux

respirer. Au terme de cette semaine,
[’homme ramene la chamelle, affamée
et recrue, en la tirant avec la corde qui
est au bout de la courroie, tandis que son
aide a toute latitude de lui administrer
des coups de baton par derriére si elle
refuse d’avancer. Il lui fixe ensuite une
bride en fibre de palme, et lui place en
haut de sa bosse un coussin qu’il attache
avec des sangles et une ceinture. Il
coupe alors un sac en son milieu, sous la
forme d’une paire de sacoches, et fixe
sur le bord supérieur de chaque ceil de
la chamelle une anse au moyen de deux
petites pierres sur lesquelles il rabat
Uextrémité de la sacoche qu’il réunit
avec la corde de ’anse. Il ne lui reste
plus, dés lors, qu’a mettre les deux demis
sacs au-dessus du coussin qui fait office
de selle sur le dos de l’animal.

Le dompteur peut craindre que la



Le dompteur s’arme de cordes solides
pour apprivoiser la jeune chamelle ; il
en fait des courroies et des entraves. Il
adapte la courroie a la taille de la téte de
’animal, puis il allume un feu ou il met
a chauffer une sorte de piquoir en fer ;
lorsque celui-ci a bien rougi, il s’en sert
pour transpercer le nez de la chamelle
avant d’introduire dans la cavité ainsi
ouverte un fil fait de poils tressés qu’il
noue a ses deux extrémités ; ce fil sera
ultérieurement remplacé par un anneau
en fer qui permettra de fixer ’anneau en
crin qui sera introduit dans les narines
de ’animal. Quelques jours aprés que la
brllure a guéri, le dompteur fait entrer la
téte de la jeune chamelle dans la courroie
dont il se sert pour la faire avancer. Cet
exercice se fait avec d’autant plus de

difficulté que la béte ne s’est pas encore
habituée au port de la courroie, si bien
gu’elle ne cesse de secouer la téte,
essayant de se libérer de cette courroie
qui lui enserre pour la premiere fois le
crane.

Le dompteur la conduit ensuite dans une
vallée déserte. Il attache un rondin a
[’autre bout de la courroie et creuse dans
la terre un trou de la profondeur de son
bras ; le rondin est enfoncé dans le trou
que I’homme va combler avec de la terre,
tout en continuant a tenir le bout de la
courroie ; il s’emploie ensuite a tasser la
terre du pied et ne s’arréte que, lorsque
tirant sur la corde vers le haut, il peut
s’assurer que la jeune chamelle ne pourra
arracher le rondin.

Il doit alors de loin la surveiller afin




chameaux correspond au retour d’un
oiseau migrateur, la perdrix, retour qui
correspond a I’apparition de la constellation, a la
fin du mois de septembre, aprés la moisson, au
moment ou [’on fait les foins.

I ’auteur note que le dressage de

Abd al Karim Aid Al Hashash )Syrie(




traduction que connut I’époque abbasside
permit aux Arabes d’accéder aux oceuvres
de la Gréce ancienne sur la musique et
la science des sons ; ils accédaient, par
la meém occasion, aux principes de la
mélodie, a travers notamment le livre
d’Arsenoxenox sur le rythme, le livre sur
les préludes et sur les échelles musicales
d’Euclide et U’épitre de Ptolémée sur la
mélodie.

Un des auteurs qui ont abordé la ques-
tion de Uinfluence grecque sur la théorie
musicale arabe est le grand philosophe
Al Kindi qui a écrit sept épitres sur la
théorie musicale dans lesquelles il traite
des sons, de leur portée, des types de
maqamet (strophes)

ne pouvait s’empécher d’éclater de rire,
a chaque fois que l’une de ses cordes était
effleurée. Ceux qui ont répandu de telles
histoires ont vraisemblablement lu dans
son ouvrage sur la musique le passage
qu’il consacre a une vieille machine qu’il
présente comme un appareil de forme
rectangulaire sur la quelle était placée
un regle graduée au moyen de laquelle
était mesurée la portée des sons.

Le plus grand théoricien andalou, dans
ce domaine, est Avempace, auteur d’une
épitre sur la musique qui eut le méme re-
tentissement en Europe occidentale que
les théories d’Al Farabi dans Uorient is-
lamique. Quant a Averroés (1198) il a ex-
aminé les théories

et de mélodies. Al
Kindi a montré que
la musique arabe ex-
iste par elle-méme
et n’est ni per-
sane ni byzantine,
méme si les Arabes
ont emprunté a
ces traditions cer-
taines structures
mélodiques ainsi
que le oud, instru-
ment qui a été en-
suite totalement
« arabisé » par les
exécutants arabes,
devenant un tout au-
tre instrument que
celui qui était en
usage dans le monde
persan ou byzantin.
Al Kindi dit a ce su-

sur les sons dans son
Commentaire du De
anima d’Aristote.

L’auteur parle égale-
ment des soufis qui
ont enrichi Uart
du chant et la mu-
sique dans le monde
arabe par de nom-
breuses  mélodies
et maqgamat. Les
airs que nous chan-
tons aujourd’hui
ne sont plus limités
a ces strophes in-
ventées par Al Maw-
ssili ou Ibn Jamaa, a
’époque de lasplen-
deur de Bagdad,
ils sont bien plus
vastes, plus divers,
plus colorés ou ryth-

jet : « Chaque na-
tion a un rapport au
oud qui n’est pas le méme que celui des
autres nations. » Un nombre important
des livres d’Al Kindi ont été perdus et,
excepté quelques manuscrits conservés
dans des musées européens, seuls trois
d’entre eux sont parvenus jusqu’a nous.

Diverses légendes ont circulé sur l’autre
grand philosophe arabe, Al Farabi, dont
’une veut que ce philosophe aurait in-
venté le oud ainsi qu’une sorte de machine
qui produisait des sons tels que [’auditeur

més, mais le mérite
revient dans ce domaine a ces auteurs
car ’expansion des tarigas (groupes) et
académies soufies, en Syrie, en lIrak, en
Iran, en Turquie et en Inde, a contribué
a Uinteraction et a ’hybridation des dif-
férents types de chant et de musique de
ces pays, instaurant a partir de ces ap-
ports une unité artistique agréable a
l'oreille des auditeurs musulmans, par
dela U’appartenance a telle ou telle ré-
gion et la diversité des langues ou des
cultures.
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’échelle musicale pythagoricienne qui
est d’origine sémitique, et qui a elle-
méme pour base ’ordonnance des corps
célestes et les harmonies entre les nom-
bres. On ne connaissait pas encore les re-
gles de la composition, et les divergences
se sont creusées a partir du moment ou
les Arabes ont commencé a mettre en
ceuvre une technique de la mesure mu-
sicale et de définir les regles de la com-
position. Les Arabes ont, d’autre part,
élevé la fabrication des instruments de
musique au rang d’un art supérieur. Nous
disposons d’un grand nombre de lettres
sur les techniques de fabrication de ces
instruments, et nous savons que cer-
taines villes, comme Séville, ont acquis
une grande célébrité dans ce domaine ;
de méme, nous disposons de nombreux
témoignages quant a U’excellence et a
Uinventivité dont les Arabes ont fait
preuve en la matieére.

Méme s’il nous est resté quelques re-
cueils de musique du début du IXe sie-
cle, la composition musicale était al-
ors, pour U'essentiel, question d’oreille,

certains auteurs considérant méme
que Uinspiration musicale leur venait,
a Uinstar des poetes, des djinns. Nous
disposons a cet égard de toute une lit-
térature narrative a lintérieur méme
des ouvrages consacrés au chant, aux
instruments de musique, aux régles et a
Uesthétique de la composition musicale
aisngi qu’a la vie et a ’ceuvre des grands
chanteurs et musiciens. Al Massaoudi
(957), auteur de Mourouj adh-dhahab
(Les Prairies dorées), a été le plus grand
écrivain dans ce domaine ; nous pouvons
également citer Al Aghani (Les Chants)
d’Al Isfahani et, pour l'occident arabe,
Al Aqd al farid (L’ inimitable collier) d’lbn
Abd Rabbou (940), ainsi que l’imitation d’
Al Aghani, donnée par Yahya al Khadj de
Murcie (Xllé siécle).

Le premier théoricien de la musique fut
Younes Al Kateb (765) ; vinrent ensuite Al
Khalil ibn Ahmed auteur d’Al Aroudh (La
Métrique arabe), Ishag Al Mawssili (850),
qui fut un novateur et un doctrinaire et
inventa de nombreuses structures ryth-
miques et mélodiques. Le mouvement de



7

teurs (euses) se sont succédé a un rythme
soutenu, tout au long de l’époque abbas-
side ; les plus célébres sont ceux d’Al
Khalil ibn Ahmed, d’Al Kindi, d’Al Farabi,
de Safieddine Abd al Moumin Al Armaoui.

L’orientaliste britannique H.G. Farmer
dresse, dans son excellent ouvrage His-
toire de la musique arabe, la liste des
dizaines d’ouvrages consacrés par les
savants et exégetes de l’époque a la
musique et au chant. Ces livres sont,
aujourd’hui encore, a ’état de manuscrits
s’ils n’ont pas purement et simplement

A | a7 -)

disparu, laissant juste un titre et un nom
d’auteur sur la liste des ceuvres perdues.
Farmer entame sa réflexion en soulignant
l’opposition fondamentale qui existe en-
tre la musique orientale qui est horizon-
tale dans ses modulations et la musique
occidentale dont les modulations sont
verticales. La premiére se caractérise,
en outre, par sa mélodie, son rythme et
ses ornementations vocaliques, toutes
caractéristiques étrangeres a 'oreille de
[’auditeur occidental. En fait, avant le Xé
siecle cette opposition n’était pas réelle,
orientaux et occidentaux se fondant sur
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musicaux sur

antéislamiques.

étude porte sur ’histoire de la musique,
L dans les temps anciens, et Ll’intérét

particulier que les Arabes et les musulmans
accordaient a cet art, eu égard au rapport trés fort
de la poésie arabe a la métrique et aux rythmes
lesquels se fondait le poéme,
celui-ci ayant été l’art ou s’était véritablement
épanoui le génie des Arabes, au cours des époques

LA MUSIQUE ARABE SOUS L'ANGLE

DU PATRIMOINE ET DE

Barakat Mohamed Morad )Egypte(

LA PHILOSOPHIE

En outre, la musique est inséparable de
la langue arabe, qui est fondamentale-
ment une langue musicale, faisant appel
a ’écoute attentive et, d’un autre coté,
depuis ’apparition de U'Islam, une langue
liée au Coran dont la psalmodie a instauré
un rythme musical instaurant une forme
d’interactivité entre récitant et auditeur
a travers laquelle s’affirme le miracle in-
imitable de la parole coranique.

L’auteur note que le premier livre
arabe sur les sons et le chant remonte
a Uépoque omeyyade et s’intitule Le
Livre du chant. Cet ouvrage précéde d’au
moins deux siécles le fameux Al Aghani
(Les Chants) d’Abou al Faraj al Isfahani.
Entre les deux, nous trouvons Al Qiyan ou
Al Mughanniyat (« Les Courtisanes » ou
« Les Chanteuses ») de Youssef. Puis les
livres arabes sur la chanson et les chan-



les échanges de cadeaux au sein d’une
société augmentent, des lors qu’il s’agit
de proches, d’amis ou de membres de la
famille, et diminuent lorsque les liens
se distendent entre les membres de la
société ;

les cadeaux renforcent les rapports

et les liens sociaux et aident au
maintien des relations entre les
individus et les groupes sociaux ;

les membres de la société restent
trés attachés a la tradition
(sunna) du Prophéte, en ce
qui concerne ’acceptation

et l’échange des cadeaux,
ceux-ci étant le gage de la
pérennité de la cohésion
sociale ;

la valeur du cadeau
est étroitement liée au
statut du destinataire :
plus le lien affectif est
fort plus colteux sera
le cadeau ;

une des
circonstances

ou s’intensifie
l’échange

des offrandes
immatérielles
(ousymboliques)
est celle du déces
(cadeaux du mort) ;

’un des cadeaux les plus fréquemment
offerts, en particulier au cours des
vacances d’été, est le voyage, notamment
la visite aux lieux saints, [’auteur du
cadeau en escomptant un « retour de
bénédiction » ;

le processus d’échanges de cadeaux, dans
I’environnement étudié, n’est pas en
rapport avec le seul monde visible mais
aussi avec le monde invisible ;

la valeur accordée par le récipiendaire
au cadeau recu ne dépend pas du colt
de ce cadeau mais de la qualité de la
relation qu’il entretient avec ’auteur de
l’offrande ;

le récipiendaire peut considérer cette
offrande comme un geste d’orgueil
(ou de fachar - présomption -, comme
disent certains) surtout lorsque le cadeau
est d’un prix exagérément élevé ou
dépassant les capacités économiques
aussi bien de la personne qui offre que
de celle qui recoit, la premiére essayant
de faire croire qu’elle a les moyens de
s’approvisionner en toute circonstance

dans les endroits les plus

chers et de suggérer que le

récipiendaire est d’un niveau

social inférieur au sien ;

mais, d’un autre coté,
le cadeau est de nature
a changer positivement
le regard que pouvait
porter le récipiendaire
sur le donateur, a
faire disparaitre
les rancoeurs et a
renforcer les rapports
entre les personnes.

Le savant

occidental

Marshall

Salins n’a-

t-il pas dit:

« Si les amis

se font des

cadeaux,

ce sont les

cadeaux qui font
[’amitié. » ?
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tte étude ethnographique porte sur le « cadeau », en tant
qu’il constitue un moyen pour consolider les rapports
sociaux et renforcer la cohésion du groupe, a ’intérieur
d’un méme village, que le cadeau ait un caractére matériel ou moral.
Les cadeaux varient a cet égard selon les circonstances, qu’elles
soient d’ordre spirituel ou temporel, mais aussi selon I’importance
que leur conférent les coutumes, traditions ou croyances qui ont

cours dans le village.

Le Cadeau : Cadre De

Référence Et Pratique
)LE VILLAGE D E'DDAYA BAHREIN ( COMME EXEMPLE

Khadija Al Moulani )Bahrein(
)Revu par Nour El Houda Badis(

L’enquéte concerne essentiellement la
région d’Eddaya dont les populations
restent, a Uinstar des autres villages du
Bahrein, tres attachées aux coutumes et
traditions ancestrales et continuent de
célébrer ’ensemble des rites religieux,
rites husseinites (en référence a Hussein
ibn Ali, petit-fils du Prophéte, qui est
particulierement révéré par les chiites)
ou autres manifestations religieuses.

L’auteur s’attache a définir la notion
de « cadeau » et a décrire les types de
cadeaux en rapport avec les diverses circo

nstances, en précisant les significations,
croyances et finalités qui y sont liées.
Partant de l’idée que le cadeau joue
un role important dans la vie sociale de
beaucoup de peuples, que leur mode de
vie soit primitif ou évolué, et influe de
facon indirecte sur Uinteraction sociale
entre les individus et les communautés,
dans la mesure ou il constitue "un des
facteurs essentiels de la préservation de
la cohésion et de la solidarité sociales,
[’auteur aboutit, au terme de sa réflexion,
aux conclusions suivantes :



a en effet longtemps voulu que personne
n’ait jamais vécu sur le site de cette ville
avant ’arrivée de U’Islam. Cette idée, de
nombreuses sources arabes ont contribué
a Uaccréditer, faisant valoir que Kairouan
a été créée a partir de zéro et que son
nom vient d’un mot persan qui signifie la
halte des caravanes.

L’étude s’arréte ensuite sur le lieu de

pelerinage appelé « El Mahniya » qui a la
forme d’une arcade jouxtant la mosquée
Al Ansari ou Al Ansar, sise dans la partie
sud-ouest du mur de Kairouan, non loin
de Bab el Jedid (la Nouvelle porte). Le
caractére unique de ce site et la pérennité
du culte qui y est pratiqué ne peut que
retenir ’attention, d’autant que l’on est
en terre d’Islam, religion dont on peut
supposer qu’elle a totalement éliminé ce
type de culte.

D’autres vestiges et sites similaires
montrent qu’il est temps de réviser les
sources littéraires selon lesquelles la ville
de Kairouan aurait été fondée par Okba
ibn Nafa’a sur un site qui n’a jamais connu
présence humaine. Cela est d’autant plus
nécessaire que les témoignages relatifs au
passé antéislamique de la ville ne cessent
aujourd’hui de nous interpeller, ouvrant la
voie a des recherches fort prometteuses.
En outre, ce site nous invite a revoir
notre vision du Maghreb musulman, les
Africains islamisés ayant gardé, apres leur
conversion a l’Islam, une part importante
de leurs pratiques culturelles, ce qui a
donné lieu a un brassage culturel original
sur lequel les nouvelles recherches ont
commencé a lever le voile.
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auteur note que l’étude qu’il a consacrée a la poterie

« sacrée » et dont une partie porte sur la résurrection des

rites de la fertilité I’a conduit a s’intéresser aux pratiques
religieuses dans de nombreuses cultures et civilisations, ce qui lui
a permis de découvrir I’expansion mais aussi I’ancienneté et la
variété de ces rites, outre la pérennité de nombreuses pratiques et
objets de culte qui ont un lien avec ces rites, et cela dans toute la
région méditerranéenne, sinon au-dela.

«EL MAHNIYA »:

UN LIEU DE PELERINAGE DANS LA VILLE
DE KAIROUAN )TUNISIE(

Adel Njem )Tunisie(

L'importance de tels rites apparait
d’autant mieux que les travaux artistiques
qui nous sont parvenus témoignent de la
place éminente que la fertilité a occupée
dans Uesprit des hommes. Une telle
importance s’explique, sans aucun doute,
par la proximité de ce théme avec celui
de la fécondité ou se manifeste l’instinct
de conservation, qui est le propre de
’espéce humaine. En outre, la fertilité
est liée a ’idée de baraka (bénédiction).
Les berbéres, en particulier les ruraux,
ont a cet égard donné a cette idée une
portée quasi universelle ; ils croyaient
que la fertilité constitue une protection
autant qu’elle contribue a la fécondité
de ’homme, de ’animal et du végétal,

apportant a tous confiance et sécurité.
C’est cela qui, a Uévidence, explique
la pérennité de ce motif, a travers les
ages.

L’auteur affirme qu’en dépit de cette
expansion de U’lslam en Tunisie qui peut
nous amener a penser que des rites
liés a la fertilité ne pouvaient qu’avoir
disparu, de telles pratiques paiennes
étant interdites par le systéme religieux
en vigueur dans le pays, on découvre,
non sans surprise, s’agissant de la ville de
Kairouan qui est considérée comme un de
hauts lieux de U’Islam, un site ou des rites
étroitement liés a la fertilité continuent
d’étre pratiqués. Une croyance peu fondée



tradition populaire voulant méme que la
mariée qui a la chance de voir la pluie
tomber le jour de ses noces aura un « vert
destin » car elle a le « pied vert », dans
le sens de la vitalité et de la fertilité. Les
branches de palmier sont utilisées, lors
des funérailles ou de la visite au mort

mais aussi pour décorer les cimetiéres.

Les différentes études consacrées a la
question reconnaissent, en général, que
le palmier était aux yeux des Phéniciens
l’arbre de la vie; les Phéniciens sont
méme allés jusqu’a considérer cet arbre
comme consubstantiellement lié au jardin
de I’éden autant qu’a Ashtart, symbole de
la fertilité. Le palmier était également le
symbole de la famille chez les peuples
d’Egypte, du Croissant fertile et de la
Presqu’ile arabique.

Certaines données portent a penser que
les Arabes de ’époque antéislamique
adoraient le palmier et qu’une féte
annuelle était consacrée a cet arbre, a
Najran.

L’'image du palmier est clairement liée,
aux plans culturel et anthropologique, au
cycle de la mort et de la résurrection ou, a
celui de la naissance et de la perpétuation
de U’espéce.
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de Muraibet, en Syrie, et de Jéricho, en
Palestine.

Il ne semble pas que le tombeau ait
constitué, dans les croyances populaires,
un lieu ou les vivants pouvaient trouver
un réconfort, quand bien méme il
renfermerait un étre cher. C’est pourquoi
des coutumes se sont développées ou le
tombeau était utilisé a certaines fins, dans
la vie de tous les jours, dans les milieux
populaires. Pour prendre un exemple,
un homme, animé de rancune a ’égard
d’un autre, se rendra sur une tombe ou
il ramassera une poignée de terre qu’il
répandra sur la téte de son ennemi, le
jour du mariage de ce dernier, ce qui fera,
selon la croyance populaire, de la victime
un homme tout a fait mort, un transfert
s’étant produit de la personne ensevelie
sous terre a ’ennemi qui était en vie.

De méme, certaines croyances populaires
voient que le saccage ou la destruction
des tombeaux comme dans toute tentative

de les faire disparaitre, surtout lorsque le
mort est un homme de bien ou un saint, ne
peuvent que conduire auteur de telles
violations a la mort ou a la paralysie, sauf
s’il immole un agneau et en fait [’aumoéne
aux pauvres.

Peut-étre faut-il noter, ici, que les rites
funéraires se caractérisent par trois
actions :

La premiére : consiste a verser de l’eau
(sur la sépulture) ; ce rite est tres
ancien ;

La seconde : a offrir des repas et a
immoler des bétes pour honorer |’ame du
défunt ;

La troisieme : a mettre des branchages,
du lys, des palmes et des roses sur la
tombe du défunt, car on croit que cela
contribue a « adoucir I’atmosphére séche
et sinistre » de cette tombe. Nous savons
a cet égard que la couleur verte symbolise
la vie, la fertilité et le printemps, la




Cette continuité traduit aussi bien
le rapport des peuples a la nature et
a LUenvironnement physique que les
relations a U'intérieur d’un milieu social
qui n’a cessé de se renouveler et qui est
devenu le creuset a Uintérieur duquel
s’est formée la sphére civilisationnelle du
Machreq arabe.

Les populations du Machreq enterrent
jusqu’a ce jour leurs morts selon les
mémes rites : un petit trou est creusé, du
coté de la pierre tombale, a moins que de
la terre sablonneuse ne soit répandue sur
la sépulture, en vue d’étre arrosée par
les visiteurs, lesquels y feront pousser
une végétation qui doit rester toujours
verdoyante. La plupart des gens estiment,
aujourd’hui, qu’une telle tradition n’a
d’autre but que d’« adoucir » la derniere
demeure du défunt.

Mais, en revenant aux documents
sumériens sur la région du Machreq arabe
ainsi qu’aux vestiges recueillis dans
différents sites, nous constatons que ce
rite remonte aux temps préhistoriques,
qu’il a été consigné dans les ouvrages
sumériens, depuis cing mille ans, et
reste encore vivace, de nos jours. Les
offrandes présentées aux défunts, sous
forme de nourritures et de boissons, ou
les cérémonies rituelles qui leur sont
consacrées, pendant les journées de nadb
(déploration et éloge du mort) sont censés
protéger les survivants contre les ames
des morts et calmer les esprits habitant
les profondeurs souterraines.

A ce jour encore, on entend dire, en
accord avec les croyances populaires
du Machreq, d’un homme a l’agonie
que « son étoile a plongé. » Il n’est pas
certain que les populations de la région
sachent aujourd’hui le sens exact de la
formule, mais les documents venus des
sites de différentes cités de [’ancien
Machreq nous donnent |’explication.
La croyance dans les étoiles jouait en
effet un role important dans la vie des
hommes, chaque personne ayant un signe
du zodiaque qui gouverne son existence et
le rapport entre ce signe et un autre signe
a des conséquences fastes ou néfastes sur

cette personne.

L’homme moderne place aujourd’hui la
photo du cher disparu sur le mur pour
perpétuer sa mémoire et exprime ainsi,
d’une certaine maniére, son désir de lui
garder une place parmi les vivants ou,
pour étre plus précis, l’espoir que sa
mémoire ne s’effacera jamais. Or, ces
nobles sentiments humains sont attestés
depuis les premiers ages de la civilisation
universelle, méme si chaque époque a
adopté un style et une esthétique qui
lui sont propres. Ainsi, en remontant aux
temps anciens du Machreq et a ’invention
de Uagriculture, neuf mille ans avant
I’ére  chrétienne, nous constatons
’existence d’un phénoméne que l’on a
appelé arwahiya (spiritisme) ou culte des
ancétres : le crane du mort est séparé
du reste du corps, puis, dans la logique
de ces pratiques cultuelles, accroché
au mur de la maison, ainsi que nous le
prouvent les découvertes faites sur le site
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croyances populaires liées a la mort. L’auteur

souligne que la pérennité des représentations
populaires de la mort reléeve d’une continuité
civilisationnelle et d’une interaction entre Iles
civilisations humaines qui se poursuit de facon certaine
dans la région du Machreq (orient) arabe, depuis des
millions d’années, c’est-a-dire depuis les ages les plus
anciens de la préhistoire.

I ’ étude porte sur les racines historiques des

RITES ET CROYANCES
LIES A LA MORT

DANS LE PATRIMOINE DU MACHREQ ARABE

UNE APPROCHE ANTHROPOLOGIQUE

Bachar Khleif )Syrie(



Le grand poete soufi Jalal al din Al Roumi
cite le nom de cet anatolien plein de ruse
qui s’appelle Nasreddine Khodja.
Les anecdotes relatives a ce
personnage se sont répandues

par la suite en Egypte, ou le
personnage fut connu sous ce

nom avant d’étre surnommé

Jha (ou Goha - prononciation
égyptienne) le Byzantin (Goha
d’Anatolie). J’ai peu constater,
dans une deuxiéme étape, que
certaines des histoires de Jha

se trouvaient déja dans Kalila

wa Dimna (Panchatantra) et
dans le recueil de contes hin-
dous intitulé La Riviére aux contes.
Lorsque je m’étais par la suite
penchée sur les origines ori-
entales du théatre d’ombre
égyptien j’ai découvert que

les histoires de Jha (Goha)

s’étaient répandues dans les différentes
régions de ce pays avant l’arrivée des his-
toires des Turcs rusés. J’ai de méme
appris qu’il existe un livre sacré
contenant les enseignements du
bouddhisme (sutra), c’est-a-dire
les enseignements attribués a
Bouddha Shakyamuni; ce livre
s’intitule « Dialogues entre Boud-
dha le sage et le naif ». La lecture
de ce livre m’a permis de saisir les
racines orientales de la naiveté

de Jha.

L’article est

pour [’essentiel

un essai
d’analyse ap-
profondie des
histoires rela-

tives a ce person-

nage.



rsque j’ai commencé a étudier la légende de

I

L j’ai pu déceler, au niveau des patrimoines
populaires arabe, turc et sicilien, et il m’était apparu, a
ce moment-la, que les versions turques étaient, dans une
large mesure, influencées par les enseignements soufis.

L'HISTOIRE TOUJOURS RECOMMENCEE DE JHA )GOHA (

DECOUVERTE DE NOUVEAUX INDICES

SUR LA PROPAGATION DES ANECDOTES
SUR LE PERSONNAGE

Francesca Maria Corao )ltalie(




clairement et ont du reste été recensées
par le poéte Safieddine Al Haly (677-750
H. / 1277-1349).

La poésie populaire est plus proche des
gens du peuple qui sont plus disposés
a la mémoriser et a en multiplier les
inventions car ils se plaisent a ’entendre
et a en varier U'expression. Cette poésie
est présente a tous les moments de leur
existence. On peut méme affirmer en toute
certitude qu’elle est davantage enracinée
dans leur culture que dans celle des élites
sociales, et il n’y aurait pas exagération a
la classer sous la dénomination de poésie
a’mmi (des couches populaires), ce qui
signifie que cette poésie constitue un
élément essentiel de ’identité des gens du
peuple et un facteur de cohésion sociale,
a toutes les étapes de la vie de ces gens.
Cette poésie est également devenue le
meilleur porte-parole de tous ces hommes
et femmes, dans tous les événements
et circonstances qui affectent leur
existence. Et c’est cela autant que le role
primordial que ces couches sociales jouent
dans la sauvegarde et la promotion de ce
patrimoine, inséparable des évolutions

qui touchent ’ensemble de la société,
qui les distingue des élites. En d’autres
termes, la dynamique de la créativité
dans la poésie populaire irakienne est
plus puissante et la diversité des formes
poétiques plus importante que celles que
connait la poésie classique.
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« période sombre » de [|’histoire culturelle de
’lrak qui s’étend du milieu du Vilé a la fin du
Ixé siécles de I’Hégire (Xlllé au X siecles ap.
J.C.) est celle ou la littérature a marqué un net recul et
s’est repliée sur elle-méme. Cette période vit, en effet,
’apparition de nouvelles formes poétiques caractérisées
par des ornementations verbales ou fleurissent allitérations,
assonances et calembours. La forme a, deés lors, pris le pas

sur le contenu.

Les critiques littéraires estiment que la
littérature de cette époque est tombée a
son niveau le plus bas, excepté quelques
rares créations lumineuses, ceuvres de
poétes qui ont su conserver ’art du vers
et la forme traditionnelle de la qasida
(poéme respectant les canons de la
métrique arabe), méme si leurs ceuvres
ne furent pas totalement dénuées des
influences de cette poésie de ’age du
déclin.

Cette période connut, par contre, une
efflorescence de la poésie populaire
versifiée, dans ses diverses formes.
Cette poésie, trés répandue dans les
milieux populaires, notamment en lIrak,

Les Nouvelles Tendances De

La Poésie Populaire Irakienne
Dr. Kahairallah Said )Irak(

s’est affirmée avec force, comme si elle
prenait une revanche sur la « grande »
poésie et voulait l'inciter a renouer avec
son glorieux passé. Le poéme en vers
réguliers se présentent, au départ, sous
la forme d’une suite de quatrains, puis
de quintiles avant d’évoluer vers des
structures strophiques de six puis de sept
vers, cette derniére forme ayant par la
suite pris le nom de mawwal al zahiri. Ces
poésies populaires étaient alors appelées
les sept arts de la poésie « dialectale »,
c’est-a-dire de la poésie dont le substrat
linguistique se situe hors des regles
de l’arabe littéral. Les « altérations »
du dialectal y apparaissaient en effet



d’histoires d’amour sur fond de
patriotisme, a moins qu’elles ne
rappellent les jours de bonheur de
cette nation.

L’étude s’arréte  également
sur les taraef (anecdotes) ou
l’on trouve une satire, sur le
mode humoristique des réalités
politiques, socialesouéconomiques
de la société, considérant qu’il
s’agit la d’une sorte de littérature
engagée. Les héros de ces brefs
récits appartiennent a des types
populaires connus, tels que le
Jha des Arabes, le Mollah Ned des
Kurdes, le Khodja Nasrallah des
Turcs, le personnage de Karakouz
ou celui de Temour Lank dialoguant
avec le mollah.

L’auteur passe enfin en revue
certains aspects de la littérature
populaire kurde, laquelle reléve
de LUoralité, avant de citer
quelques manifestations concréetes
de cette méme culture populaire,
notamment dans les domaines du
vétement, de la cuisine ou des
instruments de musique.
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fait assimilé au soulévement des pauvres
contre la féodalité et la tyrannie.

Parmi les épopées amoureuses, on peut
citer '« épopée du marchand de harnais »
qui s’arréte sur les aspects sociaux de
’existence des pauvres et leur lutte
pour la survie. Mais la plus célébre de
ces épopées demeure celle de Jokh et
Siamand qui conte les amours du fils de
paysan Siamand et de la fille de ’Agha
(émir) Jokh ainsi que la quéte du bonheur
éternel menée par les amoureux.

L’auteur parle ensuite desrécits populaires
kurdes, dont le plus célébre est [’histoire
de Mom et Zein qui ressemble a la légende
dufoudeleyla, danslalittératurearabe. Il
évoque, en outre, les chansons populaires

kurdes, aussi bien celles se rapportant
aux événements festifs que celles des
travailleurs, des bergers, des paysans ou
celles accompagnant les cérémonies de
mariage, les debkas (danses collectives
ou les danseurs martéelent le sol du pied),
les berceuses, les comptines ou encore
les airs chantés par les femmes, lors de
la traite des vaches et de la fabrication
du petit lait.

L'auteur note que les chansons kurdes
évoquent trés souvent des événements
importants de U’histoire de la nation
kurde, comme ceux qui ont eu pour
théatre la citadelle de Dumdum et qui
sont considérés comme un des moments
glorieux de U’histoire de ce peuple.
Certaines de ces chansons tournent autour



La légende kurde fait de la lutte opposant
[’homme aux démons et djinns un symbole
du combat qui se poursuit depuis les
temps les plus anciens entre les forces du
bien et les forces du mal.

L’auteur met Uaccent sur les épopées
populaires des Kurdes, telles que les
épopées héroiques ou amoureuses.
L’épopée de « Dumdum » est peut-étre

la plus célebre des épopées héroiques.
Le récit porte sur la lutte menée par
les Kurdes entre 1608 et 1610, sous la
conduite ’émir Khan ( Khan le manchot,
qui est appelé dans ’épopée « le Khan a
la main d’or », tandis que son histoire a
pour titre : « I’épopée de la citadelle de
Dumdum »), ce combat est mené contre le
chah d’lran, Abbas 1er. Ce combat est en
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patrimoine jordanien, tel qu’il se manifeste

chez la communauté kurde, dans les
différents aspects de son existence : enfance,
mariage, rites de la mort et des funérailles, mais
aussi a travers certaines formes de la littérature
populaire de ce peuple, ainsi que de ses légendes,
telle celle de Guiguilmesh qui vient de |I’ancienne
Babel, au nord de l’lrak.

I ’étude porte sur ['un des aspects du

LA DIVERSITE CULTURELLE DANS
LE PATRIMOINE POPULAIRE JORDANIEN

L'EXEMPLE DE LA COMMUNAUTE KURDE
Omar Abdurrahman Al Sarissi )Jordonie(

Cette histoire tourne autour des plus qui est porteur d’attributs divins et mene
anciennes idées et croyances populaires un perpétuel combat pour sa survie et la
relatives a la genése et au héros mythique conservation de la vie sur terre.



d’une certaine facon, en y introduisant
divers phantasmes, imitations et images
de ’élément visé ; il les transmet ensuite
par les sens aux témoins du processus
grace a la force de suggestion dont il est
doué, si bien que ces spectateurs voient
ces phénomeénes se dérouler devant leurs
yeux alors qu’il ne se passe rien de tel
dans la réalité. » Ibn Khaldoun semble
suggérer ici que certaines personnes sont
douées d’une telle force de suggestion et
que d’autres seraient impressionnables,
Uhypnotisme n’étant a cet égard que
[’'une des manifestations de ce pouvoir
d’influence sur les autres.

Ibn Khaldoun attribue certaines formes
de magie au désir qui est en ’homme
de connaitre ce que lui réservent les
jours a venir, les succes et les échecs qui
’attendent dans sa vie.

Ibn Khaldoun essaie également, dans les
Prolégomenes, d’établir le lien entre
certaines formes de magie, tels que
’astrologie, la géomancie, la divination,
le spiritisme, etc., et leurs racines dans
les pratiques antéislamiques des voyants
et autres devins.

S’il y a une conclusion a tirer de ces

réflexions sur la démarche adoptée
par Ibn Khaldoun dans les pages qu’il a
consacrées dans ses Prolégomeénes aux
croyances populaires et a certaines
pratiques magiques est que ce grand
penseur arabe du Vlllé siécle de ’Hégire
a toujours procédé avec méthode et
dans un esprit que l’on peut qualifier
de moderne. Non content de décrire les
manifestations de croyance populaire, il
tente d’en déchiffrer les secrets et d’en
retrouver les racines profondes, a partir
d’un examen attentif des causes et des
effets. En rejetant bien des croyances
populaires qui relévent du conte et
manquent de tout substrat logique il
s’est fondé sur les enseignements de
la religion musulmane ainsi que sur les
grandes avancées scientifiques de son
époque, notamment dans les domaines de
la théologie ou de la logique, sans parler
de cette grande puissance d’analyse et
de synthése qui était la marque de son
génie. Ainsi, notre grand historien a-t-
il ajouté, dans ce domaine comme dans
tant d’autres, des pierres d’attente au
grand édifice du savoir sur lesquelles
les spécialistes du folklore vont pouvoir
construire leurs théories et leurs enquétes
sur le terrain.
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mot folklore (ou patrimoine populaire) désigne le
L patrimoine oral des populations, qu’elles soient

« primitives » ou « civilisées » et qu’il s’agisse d’ceuvres en
vers ou en prose. S’y rencontrent a cet égard croyances, coutumes,
traditions, rites et bien d’autres pratiques populaires.

Ibn Khaldoun Et La
Science Du Folklore

Sabri Muslim Hammadi (Irak)

Si les nations n’ont prété attention a la
richesse d’un tel héritage qu’a l’époque
contemporaine, le savant Ibn Khaldoun,
qui était né dans la région du Maghreb,
dans une famille venue d’Hadrumeéte,
et dont U'ceuvre connut un prodigieux
rayonnement au cours du Vllle siecle de
[’Hégire, a compris toute l’importance
des croyances et pratiques populaires
qu’il ne s’est du reste pas contenté de
rapporter, mais qu’il a abordées selon
une démarche souvent proche de celles
qui se sont imposées a notre époque.

On pense, notamment, a la magie qu’il
évoque dans ses célébres Prolégomenes.
Il désigne en effet la magie ainsi que
certains prodiges qui en relévent du mot
de « sciences » et les définit comme « la
science de dispositions naturelles par
lesquelles les étres humains affirment
leur capacité a faire face a ’action des
éléments naturels, avec ou sans l’aide
de phénomeénes naturels : la premiére de
ces sciences est la magie, la seconde le
recours aux talismans. » Cette définition
contient implicitement la reconnaissance
que ces « sciences » pallient les carences
techniques des hommes, dés lors que ceux-

ci éprouvent le besoin de transformer la
nature. Ibn Khaldoun reprend cette idée
dans le passage ou il dit que les pratiques
magiques visent a modifier les corps
physiques en leur donnant une autre forme
«au moyen de la force psychologique
et non pas de [’action matérielle. » Ibn
Khaldoun évoque une troisieme forme de
magie qui est, selon lui: « influence
des puissances imaginaires ; celui qui
détient une telle influence se sert de
ces puissances imaginaires qu’il utilise



s’y exprimer des aspirations d’ordre
esthétique qui n’obéissent pas forcément
a la pensée rationnelle, au sens courant
du terme.

Mais les avancées qui ont marqué les
temps modernes, depuis le XIXé siéecle
jusqu’a nos jours, ont complétement
révolutionné la vision de l’image et des
productions de l’imaginaire. Ainsi, la
photographie, le cinéma, la télévision,
les nouvelles techniques de fabrication
et de distribution du livre, etc. ont
ébranlé dans ses fondements le discours
de la raison, mettant les osuvres nées
de ces nouvelles découvertes dans un
rapport plus immédiat avec ’imagination
qu’avec la raison des hommes, si bien que
les différents domaines et expressions de
’imaginaire sont passés de ’ombre et de
la marginalité ou ils étaient confinés, et
donnant forme a un matériau visible qui
nourrit ’ceil, quelle que soit la direction
qui le sollicite. La ville moderne s’est, dés
lors, transformée en un vaste entrep6t de
symboles et de significations ou l’image
occupe une place secondaire, et tout
se passe alors comme si ces mutations
radicales que la modernité a instaurées
et ces symboles visuels qui impriment
leur marque a tous les espaces de la
ville moderne avaient concouru a donner
toute sa signification a cette formule de
Platon : « Celui-la qui a capturé l’image
a capturé ’ame. »

L’écriture et la création artistique,
quels qu’en soient la forme ou le mode
d’expression, constituent un riche
domaine pour le travail de l’imagination,
laquelle peut, par l’image, la métaphore,
la comparaison, ’exploitation des mythes
et légendes, offrir de plus nombreuses
opportunités au dialogue entre les
cultures que ne pourrait le faire la raison
stricto sensu. L’écriture et ’art, étant la
manifestation sublimée des potentialités
conscientes et inconscientes enfouies
dans le corps de ’écrivain ou de ’artiste,
constituent, dans leur principe méme,
un appel a nul autre pareil. De méme le
texte écrit est-il un appel a une rencontre
entre l'imaginaire de l’auteur et celui du
lecteur virtuel, lequel lira le texte a partir
de son propre imaginaire, c’est-a-dire de
sa perception personnelle du symbolique.

C’est a Uintérieur de ce processus que se
fera l’interaction ou la répulsion.
L’auteur souligne que l’imaginaire, en
tant qu’il est le domaine d’ou jaillissent
les symboles, ne s’arréte pas a la simple
reformulation des choses ou au simple
reclassement des images et des récits.
Car autant il implique la subjectivité
de Uindividu, au cours du processus de
productiondel’ceuvre, autantl’imaginaire
la transcende pour aller a la rencontre de
réalités relevant de ce que Paul Ricoeur
appelle « l’imaginaire social ».

L’auteur souligne, en outre, que l’occident
a ceuvré, depuis l’age des Lumiéres
jusqu’a ce jour, a réunir deux niveaux
constitutifs de son étre : la production de
soi et de sa propre identité, d’un coté,
et de l'autre, "autocritique et la critique
des métamorphoses de cette identité. Une
telle critique est menée tantét au nom
de la raison, tantot sous la forme d’une
négation radicale de ce qui est, tantot au
nom de la « dé-raison » et de la promotion
de ’imaginaire, restauré dans sa dignité,
etc. C’est ainsi que LUhistoire de la
pensée occidentale s’est frayée sa voie, a
travers de nombreuses démarches qui en
font une histoire associant des approches
et des perceptions hétérogénes, voire
conflictuelles, et qui peuvent, ici ou la,
s’exclure mutuellement.
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réflexion part de I’idée que la philosophie, du fait qu’elle se
fonde en grande partie sur la raison, a négligé, a différents

niveaux, les autres

facultés

humaines, imagination,

sensation, etc., considérant notamment [’imagination comme un
élément susceptible de perturber |’exercice de la raison, ainsi que
I’affirme Descartes, et qu’il est nécessaire de la tenir a ’écart de
toute démarche cognitive, le savoir étant le produit d’une pure action
volontaire de I’entendement, lequel tire sa légitimité de sa propre

logique.

SUR CERTAINES FORMES DE

PRISE DE CONSCIENCE DU ROLE
DE L'IMAGINAIRE

Mohamed Noureddine Afaya )Maroc(

On pourrait se dire que l’imaginaire
releve de la théorie littéraire, de la
critique d’art ou des domaines du
soufisme, et plus généralement, des
religions, et qu’il est trés rare que la

pensée philosophique s’y intéresse. Il est
certain que les philosophes obéissent a
des considérations et a des présupposés
logiques, qui se justifient en soi, lorsqu’ils
abordent les questions de l’imagination et
de U’imaginaire ou se croisent légendes,
contes, récits et réves, c’est-a-dire les
diverses productions symboliques qui
transcendent les contraintes de la raison.
Négliger toutes ces manifestations et n’y
voir que des phénomeénes susceptibles de
perturber le fonctionnement de ’esprit
serait, en effet, une maniére d’aborder
le sujet humain de facon monolithique,
sous le seul angle de la raison. Car, réve,
imagination ou sensations représentent,
pour le moins, l’en deca de la raison, sauf
que ’étre humain n’est pas simple raison,
pas plus qu’il n’est simple conscience.
Bien au contraire, c’est un étre « fait
de contradictions » et dont ’existence
suppose la coexistence du désir, du réve,
de la raison et de la réalité, un étre a
Uintérieur duquel interagissent et se
combattent toutes ces facultés pour
exploser, sous la forme de manifestations
linguistiques et symboliques ou la raison
peut étendre son empire comme peuvent
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PREFACE

La Culture Populaire A La Lumiere

Le 14 février 2001 le peuple bahreini a
voté « OUl », a 98,4%, a la Charte nationale
d’action, dans un remarquable élan de
solidarité nationale qui a contribué au
développement et a la mise en place du
projet de réforme, lancé par Sa Majesté le
Roi Hamad bin Aissa Al Khalifa, souverain du
Bahrein - que Dieu le garde ! Un ensemble
de mesures et de décisions politiques
courageuses ont précédé le démarrage du
projet qui ont créé un climat de détente
sur la scéne politique locale ainsi qu’une
ouverture sur les différents courants, dans
un esprit de participation et de pluralité.
Le Bahrein et la région arabe se trouvaient,
en effet, a un tournant historique, signifiant
que le moment était venu pour que des
réformes et des changements soient mis
en ceuvre : une décision audacieuse autant
qu’irrévocable s’imposait afin de hisser le
pays a la hauteur des exigences de [’Histoire.
Le projet de réforme présenté par Sa
Majesté le Roi ne pouvait, dés lors, qu’étre
une occasion historique irremplacable pour
cette mutation civilisationnelle que le
Royaume de Bahrein allait connaitre dans
les années suivantes. Et c’est ainsi que nous
avons vu s’accomplir de grandes avancées
qui ont touché les différents secteurs de
la vie politique, économique et sociale,
conduisant a un véritable bond qualitatif,
tant au plan de la modernisation des systémes
administratifs et législatifs que de la création
des institutions et organes constitutionnels
et de la concrétisation des principes de la
démocratie et de la liberté d’opinion et
d’expression. N’oublions pas, cependant,
que pratique de la démocratie impose une
prise de conscience profonde des enjeux ainsi
que beaucoup de patience, de persévérance
et d’attachement a I’éthique de l’amour de
’autre, de la tolérance et de la démocratie,
en tant qu’option unique et irremplacable,
quels que soient, par ailleurs, les écueils qui
peuvent surgir, au début du chemin. Tels sont

en effet les enseignements que nous devons
retirer des expériences des nations qui nous
ont précédé sur ce chemin.

Au cours des dernieres années de l’ére de
prospérité que connait ce jeune Royaume,
la culture a bénéficié d’un intérét notable,
devenant l'un des piliers du développement
politique, économique et social du Bahrein.
La véritable créativité ne peut en effet
s’épanouir que dans un climat de liberté,
de démocratie et de transparence. Et c’est
par elle que notre culture nationale prendra
son essor, en puisant dans ses racines
authentiques qui sont étroitement liées a la
civilisation de la mer et du désert.

Nous pouvons affirmer, en toute certitude,
que la parution de la revue LA CULTURE
POPULAIRE qui entre dans sa troisiéme année
constitue l’un des témoignages de ce climat de
liberté et d’épanouissement de la démocratie
mais aussi l’une des manifestations de notre
profond attachement a l’identité nationale
arabe et aux multiples racines et expressions
culturelles du Royaume de Bahrein et
lune des concrétisations du grand projet
de réforme, un bourgeon que nous nous
engageons a soigner et a développer, afin
de le transmettre en toute fidélité a nos
jeunes générations, forts du soutien et des
directives de Sa Majeté le Roi Hamad bin
Aissa Al Kahlifa, souverain du Royaume de
Bahrein, que Dieu le garde et U'inspire.

Un grand salut au Royaume de Bahrein, a ses
dirigeants et a son peuple, a l’occasion de la
célébration de la glorieuse Féte nationale. A
la lumiére du projet de réforme nationale,
s’ouvriront des fleurs et des fleurs et des plus
grandes espérances s’empliront les cceurs.

LA CULTURE POPULAIRE
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put in their ears big, golden earrings
inlaid with lovely, precious stones. Their
wrists are encircled by bracelets that
are made from gold, while the bracelet
that surrounds the woman’s hand weighs
around 350 grams. Women who do not
belong to the top elite adorn themselves
with silver bracelets and hang silver
anklets on their feet. Thus, residents of
the city of Fes, women and men, wear
pants, which they never wore before, but
they are satisfied with that.

The author indicates that the professional
differentiation in Fes had required
wearing a particular dress that matches
the type of profession. As a result, each
professional unit has an equivalent unit
of clothes that corresponds to its nature
and that distinguishes it from other
professions. Hassan Al-Wazzan referred to
this phenomenon in the second century of
the Hegira, when he described the life of
porters, indicating that “these people are
working, dressed in short clothes of the
same color, and when the work finishes,
they wear whatever they wish”.

The origins of the Moroccan clothes
are intertwined with the Moroccan

personality and with its characteristics,
which are relevant to national culture and
civilization. A proof of this is the fact that
clothes transcendent religious beliefs.
This is the reason why Moroccan Jewish
people shares with Moroccan Muslims
wearing burnoose, “Kisa’a” (garment),
and “Tashameer” (cloaks).

Similarly, the dress of the local Jewish
woman does not differ much from the
dresses of the rest of women in the
Moroccan society. In accordance with
the prevailing dressing traditions, the
Moroccan Jewish woman shares with
her Muslim counterparts many types of
clothes, such as “izar” (shawl), “Hayek”
(weaver), “Durra’a” (jubbah, loose outer
garment), and “Tashameer” (cloaks). This
fact symbolizes the unity of the features
of the Moroccan dress that are related
to culture and civilization. This unity
rises above ideological differences, thus
embodying the essence and real value of
the close relationship between identity,
on the one hand, and values of artistic
beauty, love, equality, and humanistic
unity that embraces diversity and
multiplicity, on the other hand.
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dresses have multiple cultural and artistic

values that go beyond their main function.
Dresses today can be seen as an archeological
material that greatly arouses the curiosity of
historians, philosophers, sociologists, economists,
and different artists and craftsmen.

The aim of this research paper is to show that

Characteristics of the Moroccan
Dresses and Their Relationship to

Culture and Civilization
Al-Hussain Al-Edreesi (Morroco)

The aim of this research paper is to show
that dresses have multiple cultural and
artistic values that go beyond their main
function. Dresses nowadays can be seen
as an archeological material that hugely
aroused the curiosity of historians,
philosophers, sociologists, economists,
different artists and craftsmen. All these
people are studying the tiniest particulars
of dresses, their fabric and color, their
form, the way they are cut out and sewed.
This study is done in a way that provides
a deep vision of the spirit of time and of
the prevailing traditions.

Clothes mirror the present status of
the society, its specific circumstances
and level of life. The colors of clothes,
their form and the material from which
they are made are determined by the
cultural and geographical spaces. This
can be observed in the different styles
of national dresses whose production was
not merely a spontaneous and naive work.
Their production was rather subjected to
an artistic vision that was derived from
some specific qualities of the culture and
the civilization that were sustained by

the national egos of the country.

A number of Moroccan scientists have set
out to document the Moroccan dresses
and their features. Among them was Aba
Abdulla Mohammed Al-Wajdi from the
city of Fes, who wrote a book entitled:
“Talisman of Minds and Reminder of
Ethics”. In this book, he described more
than two hundred pieces of clothes: some
of them where old-fashioned and others
were modern. This valuable book was,
unfortunately, lost.

Hassan Al-Wazzan, another specialist in
Moroccan dresses, gives the following
description of the women dresses in
Morocco: “Womendresses are so beautiful,
although in the hot days, women do not
wear but a shirt with ugly, hanging-down
pants. In the winter days, they wear
wide-sleeved dresses that are sewed
from the front, resembling men’s clothes.
When going out, they wear long trousers
covering their legs and veils that conceal
heads and the rest of the body. Also, they
cover the face with a piece of fabric that
makes apparent only their eyes and they



cannot be tyrannized and domesticated
again right away. This process has to be
delayed until the winter next year, but in
this case the she-camel would have been
used to live in a miss despite that she had
been oppressed and tamed. This is why
the act of taming the camels is entrusted
to the tough and strict man.

Finally, the she-camel takes the hard
test, when the tamer takes her to a
remote valley out of the sight of people

and shepherds, makes her kneel down
and then hobbles her. He then pulls out
a gun, fires gunshots over her neck while
his feet are pressing on her knee, so
she gets frightened and keeps her head
low. He then rides her and fires bullets
over her head while being on her back.
She does not get scared, but her urine
flows all along her feet, an indication
that the training session was successfully
accomplished.
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day. In the following morning, the meeker
returns to the she-camel as he is the one
who looks after her to get her used to
follow his instructions. He finds her in
the standing position. She goes around its
rope, shaking head to get rid of the cuff
that restrains her to the earth for the
first time as before that she was free.

The young she-camel is kept hungry for
one week. The trainer unties the tight
rope for a while to allow her breath easily.
When the week is over, he takes her from
that place. If she refuses to obey orders,
he lets his assistant to push her from the
back using a stick, despite that she is

now hungry and skinny. He then prepares
a fiber tie, fastens a coil of blankets
and bags over her back and slits a bag
lengthwise from the middle to create a
saddlebag. He then fixes two loops in the
upper edge of each eye of the saddlebag
using two small stones that he wraps with
the end of the bag and girths them with
the rope of the loop. He now only has to
put the eyes of the saddlebag on the coil
over the she-camel’s back.

The trainer maybe afraid that the young
she-camel would not follow his orders for
her to stand, to kneel down and to rise
because when that happens, the she-camel



The tamer brings strings and uses them to
prepare a halter and a tight rope for the
young she-camel to be tamed. He then
gauges the halter against her head, sets
the fire and puts an iron axle inside it.
When the axle reddens, he picks it from
the fire and pierces the nose of the she-
camel. He inserts a twisted string of hair,
fastens its ends, and replaces it with an
iron loop, in which he bends the ring.

When the burn heals few days later, the
meeker takes the head of the she-camel,
inserts it into the halter, and then pulls
her while holding the latter. This process
might take place with a great difficulty,
namely if the she-camel had never been
used to hold the leash around her head,
so she starts to move her head up and

down, diligently striving to get rid of the
halter that surrounds her head for the
first time. The tamer then takes her to
a deserted valley, ties a wooden piece to
the end of the halter and digs the land
with his hands until his elbows disappear.
He then inserts the wooden piece into
the hole, pours down the sand on it while
holding the halter, knocks continuously
the hole with his feet, and firmly pulls up
the rope to check its strength. If the rope
had not been displaced, he realizes that
the stall is solid and that the young she-
camel was not able pull it out.

The tamer has to watch over the she-
camel from a distance to make sure that
she did not twist or cut the rope or break
her leg. The rope is kept tightened for a




he author mentions that camels are tamed

I at the arrival of “Mur’e”: a migrating bird
resembling francolin. This event usually
takes place after the appearance of Pleiades in
the wake of the harvest, when the collection of
straw begins.

Abdul Kareem Eid Al-Hashash (Syria)



led by Younis Al-Kateb (d. 765), who was
followed by Al-Khali Ibn Ahmad, author
of the science of prosody (d. 791), and
also by Issaq Al-Mosuli (d. 850), who was
an innovator, a doctrine founder, and
an inventor of rhythms and melodies.
Through the translation activity in that
period, Arab had acquainted with some
ancient Greek treatises about music and
science of acoustics, such as “Principles
of Melody” and the “Rhythm” by
Aristoxenus, “Introductions to Harmonics
and the Zither’s Solo”, written by Euclid,
“Music” by Nicomachus and the “Treatise

Farabi. They claimed that he created
an instrument whose strings produce a
very comic and laughable melody upon
their movement in a certain manner.
It is possible that the people who
distributed this kind of rumor saw an
ancient instrument in his book that he
described as a rectangular tool, over
which a calibrated ruler was fixed so
as to measure the different kinds of
sensations of tone.

Avempace, who was the most prominent
theoretical figure of science of music in
Andalusia, wrote

of Harmonics” by
Ptolemy.

Among the authors
of theoretical
music, which was
affected by Greeks,
was the Arabic
philosopher Al-Kindi
(d. 874). He had
seven treatises on
the theory of music,
in which he spoke
about sensations of
tone, types of keys
and melodies, and
proved that the
Arabic song is not
Persian or Romanian
but rather exists by
itself, though Arabs
had quoted some
methods that those

a treatise in music
which was as famous
in the west as was
Al-Farabi theory in
the Islamic east.
Averroes, however,
described the
theories of tone,
commentating on
“Deanima”, a book
by Aristotle about
the sole.

The author also
refers to the sophists
who enriched song
and musicin the Arab
World with different
keys and melodies.
The melodies that
we sing today are
not solely played
by implementing

people used in their
melodies and had
learned from them how to use the lute.
In the hands of Arab singers, however, the
lute was arabized, becoming completely
different from its counterparts in Persia
and Rome. “Every nation, as Al-Kindi puts
it, has its own method of playing lute
that is very different from the methods
of other nations”. Nevertheless, many
books, which were written by Al-Kindi,
were lost and only three books remained,
with some of his manuscripts, in the
museums of Europe.

People told legends that linked the
invention of lute with the name of Al-

the keys that were
developed by Al-Mosuli or Ibn Jame’e
in the bright era of Baghdad. They are
rather wider, more versatile and lively,
thanks to these two men, because the
dissemination of their methods in such
countries as Egypt, Greater Syria, Iraq,
Persia, Turkey and India helped different
types of songs and music interfere
and intermix in these countries. It also
contributed to the creation of an artistic
unity based on these types that gives
relaxation to the ears and cheers up the
souls of all people in the Islamic World,
despite the existing differences between
languages and moods.
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manuscripts or were lost, leaving the
titles and the authors in the Lists of Lost
Books. Henry Farmer begins his book with
the explanation of the big difference
between the eastern music, which is
perceived horizontally and the western
music, which is perceived vertically. The
first one is characterized by melody,
rhythm and tone decoration, all of which
seem strange for the western listener.
The said difference, though, was not huge
before the tenth century, because all
kinds of music used the same Pythagorean
and originally Semitic scale. This scale
was designed on the basis of music of
celestial bodies and on the harmony of
numbers, where musical composition
was unknown. The difference showed up
when Arab people invented a method for
musical analogy, thus acquiring an idea
about melody composition.

In fact, Arab people transferred the
manufacturing of musical instruments into
a noble art. Treatises were written, and
some cities, such as Seville, were famous
for nurturing this profession. Moreover,

there are several clues which indicate
that Arab People were both inventors and
improvers of musical instruments.

Despite the existence of some musical
records since the ninth century, musical
composition was a sort of hearing by ear,
which explains why some composers and
poets claimed that devils inspire their
musical talents. Literature on music,
which was rich in content, was full of
stories and collections dedicated to
songs, books about musical instruments,
musical laws and beauty, biographies and
life histories of singers and musicians.
The most prominent musical authors were
Al-Masoudi (d. 957), who wrote “Muruj
Al-Dahab” (Meadows of Gold), Al-Isfahani
(d. 967), who wrote a book entitled “Al-
Aghani” (The Songs), and in the west
we meet with “Al-Aqd Al-Fareed” (The
Unique Contract) by Ibn Abd Rabbih (d.
940). Yahia Al-Khudj Al-Mursi also wrote
a similar book about songs in the twelve
century, thus imitating Al-Isfahani’s
abovementioned book.

The authors of musical theories were



another book entitled “Al-Mughanniat”
(Ladies-Singers). Since then, Arabic books
dedicated to song and singers began to
flow out, and this process continued
throughout the era of Abbasid Caliphate.
The most famous books were written by
prominent scholars, such as Al-Khalil Ibn

Ahmad, Al-Kindi, Al-Farabi and Saffii Ad-
din Abd-Elmo’men Al-Armawi.

In his ancient book “History of Arabic
Music”, The British orientalist Henry
George Farmer quoted tens of scholarly
references about song and music, which
so far either remained in their original
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in the old times and the attention that Arab

The research paper tackles the history of music

and Muslim people gave to music due to the
link between the Arab poetry, meters and the related
musical rhythms, on the one hand, and the link
between music and Arabic, on the other hand.

Arabic Music: A Vision Combining
Heritage and Philosophy

Barakat Mohammed Morad (Egypt)

Poetry in the pre-Islamic era was
considered as a manifestation of Arabic
geniuses, and music was connected to
Arabic language because the latter is
basically a musical language that depends
on the hearing senses, a fact attributed
to the connection between music and
the Holy Koran, the reading of which
produces a musical rhythm whose echoes
reverberate between reader and listener:
a proof of miraculous nature of Koran.

The author states that the first book
dedicated to sounds and songs was
entitled “Kitab Al-Nagham” (The Book of
Melody). This book appeared in the period
of Umayyad Caliphate and was written
by the author Younis Al-Kateb, a man
who preceded Abu Al-Faraj Al-Isfahani in
music and song composition for almost
two hundred years. Younis also wrote



and communication, increases
the power of social relations, and
contributes to the continuity of
relations among individuals and
societal groups.

3-When accepting the gift, members
of the society adhere to the Sunna
of Prophet Mohammed and are keen
to encourage the process of giving
and receiving gifts that leads to the
strength of solidarity in the society.

4-The price of the gift is highly related to
the status of the presentee; the more
he or she is cherished, the more is the
price of the gift.

5-The occasion, in which the symbolic
gifts are most frequently exchanged
between the study participants, is the
death occasion (deceased’s gifts).

6-The most frequently presented gift,
especially in the summer season, is
the gift offered by the people who
have just arrived from the Holy Lands.
People appreciate such gifts for the
sake of getting the blessing of them.

7-The exchange of gifts among the
participants of the study takes place
in both the visible and the invisible
words.

8-The level of appreciation of the gift by
the presentee does not depend on its
price but on how strong or weak the
relationship between the presenter
of the gift, on the one hand, and the
presentee, on the other hand.

The presentee may consider the gift given
by the presenter as an element of pride or
show-off, as some people put it, namely if
the gift is offered directly or if it is a high-
priced or equally extremely expensive for
both of them. In this case, the person
who offers the gift tries to pretend that
his or her financial status is high, and
that he or she shops in prestigious places.
The presenter also wants to show that the
presentee’s status is lower than his or her
level. From another point of view, the gift
changes the way the presentee perceives
the presenter; it might change sensations,
eliminate spite, and strengthen the
relationships between individuals and
people. The prominent western scientist
Marshall Sahlins delivered this sense of
the gift when he said: “If friends exchange
gifts, gifts are what make friends”.

33
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between people.

anthropological study of gift, symbolic or material, as a tool
that strengthens the social relationships and enhances the
social interaction between the village inhabitants. The presented
gift is different according to the type of occasion, in which it is
given, whether it is general or religious, and also to the role that
customs and traditions play in and during the exchange of gifts

This research paper tackles the topic of gift, it is an

The Gift: Framework of Reference

and Practice
(Al-Daih Village in Bahrain as an Example)

This study is concerned with Daih, a
village situated in the northern region of
the Kingdom of Bahrain. As in any other
village of Bahrain, the people of Daih are
committed to their customs and traditions
and hence are used to perform religious
rituals and festivals in different spiritual
occasions. It also seeks to define the
concept of “Gift”, to specify the different
types of gifts, to name the occasions, in
which they are given, and to unveil beliefs
about gifts and the objectives that people
wish to achieve while offering a certain
gift.

The author stresses that the gift plays
an important role in the social life of
many people worldwide. It is a life style

Prepared by: Khadeeja Al-Mawlani )Bahrain(
Revised by: Dr. Noor Al-huda Badis

that is spread in both the primitive and
modern societies and that has an indirect
effect on the social interaction between
individuals and groups. The gift is a basic
social phenomenon that helps preserve
social cohesiveness and cooperation
between people.

Based on the results of the study, the
author drew the following conclusions:

1-Exchange of gifts in the society is more
frequent among relatives, family
members and friends; however, its
level largely diminishes whenever the
level of relationships between the
members of the society decreases.

2-The gift enhances the social interaction



the idea that this city was established
from nihility. Proponents argue that the
name of Kairouan is originally Persian,
and it means “the station of caravans”.

The shrine of “Al-Mahnia”, as the author
mentions, is an arch, which is attached
to the “Al-Ansar” mosque that is located
in the southwest to the fence of the city
of Kairouan, not far away from the new
gate. The uniqueness of this landmark,
and the practices that continue to take
place inside it, draw one’s attention as it
is supposed that these rituals, which are
banned by Islamic Laws, have vanished.

Similar evidence suggest the necessity
to revise the version obtained from
literal references, which attributes the
foundation of the city of Kairouan to
Agaba Bin Naffe and indicates the absence
of other cities in that region. In addition
to that, there are remarkable evidences
about the pre-Islamic past of Kairouan. All
these leads require making a conclusion
that will be certainly significant.

Furthermore, the fort that was mentioned
above calls for the reconsideration of the
content of Islamic Maghreb as the Africans
who embraced Islam maintained a large

portion of their own culture, despite
their embracement of Islam. This aspect
contributed to the emergence of a unique
combination of cultures, whose essence
attracted the attention of different
researchers worldwide.
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in part dedicated to the revival of the rituals of fertility,
a fact that provoked his personal interest to investigate
the spiritual practices of many civilizations and cultures, thereby
discovering the dissemination of the said rituals, their ancientness

The author indicates that his study of the votive poetry was

and diversity.

«Al-Mahnia»
An Originally African Shrine

In the Islamic City of Kairouan )Tunisia(

Adel Nejim )Tunisia(

He also discovered the tools that were
relevant to these rituals along the shore
of the Mediterranean Sea and revealed
the reasons behind the continuity of many
spiritual practices in that region.

The importance of these rituals is
corroborated by the fact that the most
ancient artistic works that are available
to us prove that fertility seizes an
enormous and significant status in the
life of human being. As far as it is related
to the idea of birth-giving, fertility is
undoubtedly related to the instinct of
human survival and also to the idea of
bless-giving. The prevailing belief, namely
among the Barbarians, gave this idea
a sort of universal dimension, because
these people consider bless-giving as a
guarantee to security and a contribution

to the human, natural and animal fertility,
thus providing security and confidence, a
fact that explains the amazing continuity
of benediction across times.

The author stresses that the dissemination
of Islam in Tunisia made us believe that the
rituals relevant to fertility disappeared,
being publicly considered as a sort of
idolatry, which is officially prohibited.
Nevertheless, the author noticed a place
in the city of Kairouan, which is considered
as a stronghold of Islam in the Maghreb
Region, in which rituals firmly related
to fertility are widely practiced. A false
belief, however, have prevailed for a long
time, that Kairouan is void of

any kind of previous existence of Muslims.
Moreover, Arabic references have
contributed to this opinion by publicizing



leaves and flowers on the grave of the dead
person, believing that it might refresh the
dreary and dull climate of his or her grave.

We recognize that the green color is

asymbol of fertility, life and spring, to the
extent that the popular belief describes
the bride in a rainy wedding day as if she is
“having a green foot”, as a symbol of life
and productivity.

The branches of the palm are used in
funeral ceremonies, during visits to the
graves and also for decorating cemeteries.
The relevant studies unanimously agree
that the palm tree was the tree of life for
the Phoenician people. It was associated in
their minds with the Paradise of Aden and
also with Ishtar, the goddess of fertility.
It was the family tree for the people
of Egypt, the Fertile Crescent, and the
Arabian Peninsula.

The available information indicates that
pre-Islamic Arab people worshiped the
Palm Tree. In fact, an anniversary honoring
this tree was held every year in the Yemeni
city of Nijran. Also, the symbolism of the
palm tree is evident on the cultural and
anthropological aspects as it is associated
with death and then resurrection or with the
succession of beginning and continuity.
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to go to any grave, take a handful of the
grave’s soil and sprinkle it over his head
in his wedding day. The popular conviction
goes that such an act will turn the person
into a dead one as the death will move
from the dead people in the cemetery to
the living person and hence will turn him
dead.

Popular beliefs also contend that tempering
with graves, namely with the

ones of good people, trying to demolish
the graves or to destroy them, would result
in the death and paralayzation of the
trespasser on the sanctity of the graves,
unless he or she offers a sacrifice, which
can be successfully done by slaughtering a
female sheep and then giving her to the
poor people.

We may notice that three certain
characteristics distinguish the funeral
rituals in the past and present times, which
are:First: Pouring water, which is a deep-
rooted and ancient rite.

Second: Providing food and carcasses as

funeral sacrifice for the deceased soil,
which is also a deep-rooted and ancient
ceremony.

Third: Laying green branches, myrtle, palm




These factors exist in the Arabic East, the
Region of Arabic-speaking countries for a
million years. Since the pre-history era,
there always have been continuity and
civilized communication across times. Such
continuity was possible thanks to some
interactive factors, be it an interaction with
the natural environment, the living space
or the social environment with its renewed
ingredients across ages, which melted in
the crucible of the civilized system of the
Arabic East.

Until now, easterners observe the rituals of
burial by seeking to make a small hole close
to the gravestone or to leave a sandy soil
on the grave for the sake of water-pouring
while visiting the grave, and to grow an
evergreen plant. The belief among most
people now is that this act only makes the
grave wet.

In reference to different citations in the
cuneiform documents dedicated to Arabic
East, we find, however, that this ritual
extends from pre-history times until now,
although it has been five thousand years
since it was documented in the cuneiform
writings. In fact, it is widely believed that
giving sacrifices, be it food or water, to the
dead people or performing rituals for them
in the mourning day, will protect them
from the souls of the other dead people
and will satisfy the images or symbols of
the underworld.

According to the eastern popular belief, we
hear even today that if the man is dying, it is
said that “his star sank”. Well, | don’t think
that the present man realizes the meaning
of this description. But the documents of
the old Arabic East, available in different
eastern cities, provide the answer. Belief in
stars really played an important role in the
lives of people. Other notion states that
every person has one’s own zodiac that
controls his or her life and that the way this
sign is related to other signs might incur
good or evil for the person.

The contemporary man hangs the
photograph of the deceased, who is dear to
him or her, on the wall so as to remember
him or her for good. It is also a sort of his
or her wish that the deceased had not

died but had stayed alive or a wish for
the eternity of the memory about him or
her. These noble human feelings reflect
their real echo since the advent of human
civilization, but the artistic style of their
expression is different.

If we go back to the ancient Arabic East
and the time of agriculture invention
in the ninth millenary B. C., we find a
phenomenon labeled as “sanctification of
grandfathers”, which means separating the
skull of the deceased from his or her body
and hanging it on the wall of the house for
religious reasons. This is what was found
in “Al-Muraibot” in Syria and in Jericho
(Palestine).

The popular belief does not consider the
grave as a friendly place for the living
people, even if it includes inside a dear
deceased man, hence there are customs
associated with the grave and its uses in
the daily popular live. If, for instance, a
man is very hateful of any one, he just has
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of the popular beliefs about death. The

author indicates that the basic reason for
the continuous existence of the phenomenon of
death in peoples’ minds lies in the existence of
continuity of civilizations and a civilized form of
human interaction.

This study deals with the historical roots

Rituals of Death and the Popular Beliefs
about Death in the Arabic East:

An Anthropological Approach

Bachar Khelif )Syria(
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SUMMARY

As | started studying Guha’s story many
years ago, | decided to compare the
anecdote | had found in both Arabic Turkish
and Sicilian folklore. Already at that
time it was clear to me that the Turkish
anecdote had a strong mystical influence.
The great mystic poet Jalaluddin Rumi
had mentioned the Anatolian trickster
Nasreddin Hoca, these anecdotes where
spread lately in Egypt under the name
of Nasreddin Hoca al-mulakkab Guha al-
rumi (named Guha the Anatolian). Later
| discovered the existence of few Guha’s
anecdotes in the Panchatantra and in the
Indian collections of tales The Ocean of
Tales. As | studied the oriental origin of
the Egyptian shadow theatre, | discovered
that Guha’s stories were spread in Egypt
earlier before the Turkish

tricksters’ ones had

appeared; | also

learned that it

existed an Indian

Sutra attributed

to the Buddha

Shakyamuni

entitled “The wise

and thefool’sSutra”,

from the reading of

this old text | came

to understand the

oriental roots of

Guha’s foolishness.

In my paper | will try

to explain a deeper

understanding of

the anecdotes.
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in Islamic anecdotes], in Le parole dei
giorni. Scritti per Nino Buttitta. Ruta,
Caterina (editor). Palermo: Sellerio. Vol.
Il, pp. 1192-8.

9) A pala is less than 50 grams.

10) A collection of Sanskrit fables in prose
and verse, it has been translated in many
languages. The oldest English version is
by Sir Edwin, Arnold, 1861. The Book of
Good Counsels, from the Sanskrit of the
«Hitopadesa» . London: Smith, Elder & Co..
Thestoryisalsoquotedinabook of Sanskrit
grammar, see Ashok Aklujkar, Sanskrit.
An easy introduction to an enchanting
language, Richmond, Svadhyaya
Publications, 1992, 3rd vol. pp. 25-6.

11) Kafka, Franz, 1991. Le Metamorfosi
[The metamorphoses]. Milano: Feltrinelli.
For a study on the classical and folktales
influences on Kafka see Grozingen,
Karl, 1993. Kafka e la Cabbala. [Kafka
and the Cabbala]. Firenze: Giuntine.

12) Lévi George 1925. “Le Sutra du Sage et
du Fou, dans la literature
de ’Asie Centrale”, in
Journal Asiatique,

207 (1925) pp.
305-32. Fry,
Stanley, 2000.

The Sutra of the

Wise and the
Foolish. Library of
Tibetan Works and
Archives. One of the
great treasures of
Buddhist literature,

is “mDo-mdzangs-
blun” or the “Sutra

of the Wise and the
Foolish” as it is known
to the Mongols. The
text was translated

to Mongolian from
Tibetan as the
Uliger-un dalai

or Ocean of
Narratives. It is

one of the most
interesting,
enjoyable

and readable

scriptures. For centuries, it has been
an inexhaustible source of inspiration,
instruction and pleasure for all who have
been able to read it. The history of this
unusual scripture is still uncertain. Legend
has it that the tale were heard in Khotan
by Chinese monks, who translated them
into Chinese, from which it was translated
into Tibetan, then into Mongolian and
Oirat. The Narratives are Jatakas, or
rebirth stories, tracing the causes of
present tragedy in human lives to events
which took place in former life times.
The theme of each narrative is the same:
the tragedy of the human condition, the
reason for this tragedy and the possibility
of transcending it. But unlike Greek
tragedy, Buddhist tragedy is never an end
in itself, i.e. a catharsis, but a call to
transcend that which can be transcended
and need not be endlessly endured.

13) Historical place where it seems Buddha
has established a deep communication
with the cosmic dharma.
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no middle way: he takes his revenge on
the unjust bishop and brings about his
death; the same fate befalls the priest
who exploits him, and the “Morning-
singer” who annoys him. In the Arabic
tales, too, we find anecdotes telling of
injustices suffered by Giufa or some other
character, which Juha remedies, at times
with cunning, at other times with wisdom.
Also following this line are the Sicilian
Giufa tales such as “The bet” and “Giufa
and justice” (Corrao 2001: 23, 45). In the
latter, in particular, recurs a motive that
also appears in a Buddhist tale; the fool
tricked by the judge punishes him with
a blow on the head because he has not
done him justice. Once again, in this
story there emerges the old Buddhist
interpretation in showing that the law
of cause and effect strikes beyond our
capacity to understand it.

If he acts in accordance with his heart,
whether wittingly or not, Giufa\Juha
finds help within himself or in others
and solves problems; by the same
token, if he or others act badly they

eventually pay the consequences.
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Mevlevi confraternity, Jalaluddin Rumi,
resorted to the stories of Nasreddin Hoca,
the Turkish Juha, to expound the more
complex aspects of his thought. From
the condition of foolishness, the follower
would go through the successive phases
of initiation to approach God following
the teaching of the master. The dance of
the Dervishes stands as metaphor for the
union between microcosm and macrocosm
through the whirling of the Dervishes on
themselves, and then about the master.

All this goes to show that the stories of
Giufa can be approached in a different
light, not at the level of fool-wise man
contradistinction, nor as clash between
the contradictory categories of nature vs.
culture, but in terms of transformation
through a continuous process of growth
and spiritual ripening.

One interpretation does not exclude
the other, but, rather, they complement
one another and point to two different
perspectives, one seeing harmonisation
in emancipation from

a lower to a higher

condition, while

the other,

dualist view

interprets the

contradistinction

at the level of
dichotomy, where
one prevails over
the other. The
former sees the
law of birth
and death that
permeates the universe
in a flux of constant
transformation,
while the latter,
monotheist

and Christian,
accounts  for

the universe

as the work

of a God who
creates and

_ a demiurge

that destroys to validate the work and
reconstruct it. Finally, in the Islamic
reading the fool  Juha\Nasreddin
ignores earthly laws to approach God in
contemplative ecstasy.

Let us see, now, how some tales of
Nasreddin Hoca\Juha can be reread in
this light.

The Juha anecdotes that usually
provoke laughter can at times leave
one somewhat perplexed, which is not
particularly conducive to interpretation
in anthropological terms. | am thinking,
for example, of the “Friday sermon”,
“the call to prayer”, and “a treetop
road”, to name some anecdotes that we
find in both the Turkish and the Arabic
traditions (Corrao 2001: 86, 123, 119).
In the first anecdote the protagonist
refuses to make the sermon, and by so
doing points out that the real spiritual
quest goes beyond the arguments that
the faithful are acquainted with, and that
they therefore have no need of the help
of the shaykh. In the second, instead of
going into the mosque on the call to pray,
the fool runs in the opposite direction and
seeks faith elsewhere in the world. Thus,
metaphorically, we are apprised of the
need for a spiritual approach, and not to
follow the teachings to the letter in the
place where religious practice is codified
by men. “A treetop road” tells of one
who takes his shoes with him on climbing
a tree, as he reaches the top, he might
find a road; this is a more emblematic
anecdotes in that it refers to the need to
rise above and away from earthly things
to seek the true faith in the universe.

On first reading these anecdotes we
are moved to laughter at the naivety
of the protagonist, but rereading them
at a deeper level we are led beyond
the immediate sense to cast our eyes
further than the customary frames of
reference. However, the action of Juha is
not destructive; indeed, it leads one to
sublimate the contingent and seek out its
spiritual sense.

On the other hand, the Sicilian stories
of little demons lead to the extreme
of contradistinction; for Giufa there is




a condition of unawareness to one of
wisdom. In the Indian tradition many
of the tales involve Brahman faithful or
Buddhist monks, while Sufis feature in
the Islamic tradition. Before examining
some of the tales a preliminary point
needs making. There exists a sacred
Buddhist text entitled The Wise Man
and the Fool12 which offers no account
of any particular fool, but explains how
a common mortal can progress from the
condition of foolishness to wisdom if he
takes to the way of Buddhist practice.

This sacred text was translated from
Sanskrit to Mongolian and found circulation
in Central Asia before the spread of Islam.
We also know that subsequent to the
conversion certain important Buddhist
principles persist in the thought of
various mystic confraternities among the
Uygurs. In particular, it has emerged from
research by the Turkish scholar Emel Esin

that a parellel can be drawn between
Uygur Buddhism and Turkish Bektashiyya.
He points out the correspondence of
certain terms, the common concept of the
microcosm represented by the individual
and the macrocosm corresponding to the
spirit of the cosmic universe, the dharma.
Esinthengoesontoobserve that thesymbol
of Mount Sumeru13 is represented by the
conical hat of the Bektashi Dervishes, for
whom it represents the point of contact
between the earth and the universe.

On the subject there is also an important
study by Alexander Popovic and George
Veinstein, in which a number of interesting
concordances are analysed. It is beyond
our scope to address the topic here, but
these analyses do, however, offer a useful
premise for any attempt to reinterpret
the stories in which Juha appears to
adopt “mystic” behaviour. In fact, as
we know, the celebrated founder of the
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like), thinking: - on my way back I’ll get
the bowl back from the waters! He landed
on the other side of the sea; eventually
he crossed back, and saw the eddies and
other marks he had noted in the water. So
he dived in again and again, thinking he
had recognised the place. They asked him
what he was up to, and he explained what
his aim was: so they all laughed and made
fun of him” (Somadeva, 1967: Il, 759).

There is another version of this tale in
another celebrated collection of Indian
fables, the Hitopadesa of Visnuvarman
dating back to the 14th century10.
This comes closer to the Arabic version
recounting how Juha, before entering the
city market, hides money in the desert,
taking a cloud as a landmark; when he
returns someone sees him searching
there, and asks him what the landmark
is for the hiding place, and Juha answers
that he can no longer find the shadow of
the cloud (Corrao 2001 :73). In the Indian
version a fool hides a ring in the sand and
goes to bathe; on returning
he cannot find it;
they ask him if he
left any mark to
locate it, and it
he says that it
was the shadow

of a cloud.

Other stories
admonish not to
trust fools, and to
make the point it
is said that they
question the dead
senselessly;  the
idea recurs in a

Turkish tale of Nasreddin
Hoca who, given for
dead, joins in
the argument
between the

men  bearing

him to the
cemetery to
direct them

along the
shortest way
(Somadeva

Corrao 2001: 104-5).

Inthe Indiancollections, asinthe Thousand
and One Nights, certain characters are
possessed by devils. This feature no longer
finds any place in the Sicilian stories of
Giufa, where, however, the idea persists
that people who do bad deeds are turned
into animals (Somadeva 1967: 104, 217).

Actually, this is a trick, too, but the fool
believes in this nonsense. The story goes
that he makes his way to the market to
sell an ass; two thieves make away with
it, and one of the villains takes the place
of the animal. He then explains to Juha
that as he had ill-treated his mother she
turned him into an ass; now, however,
having atoned for his bad ways, he had
recovered human guise. The two celebrate
the event; then Juha goes to market to
buy an ass and recognises his own, but he
does not buy it, explaining that he wants
to punish him for his bad behaviour,
because of which he had been turned
back into an ass (Corrao 2001: 65-6).

In this Arabic version the focus comes
more on the uprightness of the fool than
on the transformation and subsequent
redemption which, after all, never
actually took place since the whole thing
was a trick. In the Indian version, on the
other hand, the transformation does come
about, the “animal-man” weeps and moves
to pity someone who promptly saves him.
Moreover, the transformation is often
brought about by evil personages. In this
evolution of the story we can trace the
transition from polytheist to monotheist
religion - from the idea of salvation made
possible through the merit of others to
the idea that the individual must mend
his ways and then hope in divine grace.
The idea of “magic” punishment inherited
from the previous culture remains, but it
is less important, serving to warn children
not to behave badly towards their mothers.
It is, by the way, worth recalling that
the theme of transformation of man into
animal has survived in western literature
up to recent times: suffice it mention,
for example, Kafka’s Metamorphosis 11.

Another interesting aspect of the tales
of the fool is the transformation from




is a Brahman, or a servant. The stories
are recounted for pedagogic ends.

Comparing the Indian and Arabic
collections, a significant difference
emerges. The Indian tales present a
negative image of the woman as mean
cunning and treacherous, while the
Arabic tales show her to be crafty - she
hoodwinks the fool and denies him food -
but she is not simply treacherous8. In the
Sicilian stories we find only the mother,
who again is crafty, but uses her craft
to protect herself and her child from
the latter’s foolishness. It is only in the
collection by Di Franco that Giufa has a
wife, but he behaves like a young fool.

In the Indian stories the fool is always a
loser, to be wary of; he is weak man who
succumbs to the powerful and cunning.
In the Arabic and Islamic world Juha
gets into difficulties when he is by the
side of his wife or before institutional
authorities. In both the Sicilian and the
Arabic tales the fool shows his cunning
even in the most disastrous cases,
and succeeds in turning to his favour
situations that only boded ill, exploiting
now his cunning, now his decency.

An Indian anecdote attributed to a
merchant’s errand by corresponds
to a Juha tale included in both the
Indian and the Sicilian collections:

“A merchant told his silly servant: - Take
care of the shop door: I’m going home
for a moment! Having said so much the
merchant went his way: then the servant
wrenched the shop door away, put it
on his back, and went to see a dance
show. When the merchant got back he
rebuked him roundly;- As you told me, I
took care of the shop door! - the other
replied” (Somadeva, 1967: I, 776).

Another Indian anecdote still closer to
the Arabic version tells of a merchant’s
son. In the earliest Indian version it runs:

“Once upon a time there was the son of a
merchant who had been left in his father’s
will no more than a weighing scale. He
entrusted the scale, which was made
of a thousand iron pans.9 to a certain
merchant and went away to another land.

On returning he asked the merchant for
his scale, but the merchant replied that it
had been eaten by mice. - It’s true it was
a very sweet scale; that’s why the mice
ate it! - The merchant’s son rejoined,
laughing deep down. Then he asked
the merchant for food: the merchant
complied, content to give him some. After
which, he took with him the merchant’s
young son, to whom he had given some
fruit, and went to bathe. Once he had
finished bathing the wise young man
left the child with a friend in secret and
returned to the merchant’s house alone.
- Where’s the little boy? - the merchant
asked him; and he answered: - The child
was carried off by a kite, which swooped
down from the sky! - The merchant grew
angry: - You’ve hidden my child! And he
took him to the king’s court. There the
young man repeated the same story. It’s
impossible! How can a kite carry off a
child? - they all exclaimed in the court;
and the merchant’s son answered:- In a
land where a great iron scale is eaten
by mice, a kite can easily carry off an
elephant, and not only a child! - When
he spoke these words the people of the
court grew curious and questioned him
about the story: and so the merchant had
to give back the scale to the young man,
who went to fetch the child and return
it to him (Somadeva, 1967: I, 741)”.

This is how it goes in the Arabic version:

“One day Juha decided to go off on a long
journey, and so he gave the great quantity
of iron he possessed to a neighbour to
take care of it. On his return he went to
the neighbour and asked for the iron. His
neighbour told him: I’m sorry, my friend,
but | have a lot of mice, and they ate all
your iron. Juha was astonished, and said to
him: Oh, my old boy, call upon God, but do
mice really eat iron?” (Corrao 2001: 97-8)

Other anecdotes warn the wise against
having to do with fools, or explain that
one should not be reckless, as fools
can be; thus, in India, the story goes:

“A fool was sailing the sea in a ship when
a silver bowl fell from his hand into the
water. Then the silly man remarked all the
features of that place (eddies and such




18 |

8 |

Folk Culture

Winter 2010 =

in history when no direct criticism of the
system is admitted (al-Najjar 1979). In
particular, the stories of the Arabic Juha
range over various topics, by no means
limited to social-political criticism. In
the earliest collections, in any case,
the main function of the anecdotes is to
warn the wise against having anything to
do with the foolish lest they be tricked.

In my first work on the subject | traced
the birth of the character to the
Mediterranean area. In the course of time,
however, reading the collections of Indian
fables, | found that certain anecdotes
circulated in an area well beyond the
Mediterranean of Salomone and Marcolfo?7.

For example, an episode of the Arabic

Juha reappears in the Panchatantra.
This celebrated 6th-century collection
of stories includes tales of the earliest
oral tradition. It was compiled by a
Brahman to teach the art of government
to the young heirs to the throne. In
particular, the story tells of a husband
who learns that his wife is betraying him
and decides to denounce her, but she
comes up with a new trick, turns the
situation round, and publicly accuses
him of betraying her (Bechis, 1983: 35).

In another well-known collection of Indian
fables, Ocean of the Streams of Story, by
the Brahman Somadeva (11th century)
the episodes involving fools are brought
together in one section (Somadeva 1993
:697-826). More often than not the fool



Juha which lent themselves to mystic
interpretation. In the first stage of my
research, however, | approached the
figure starting from an anthropological
viewpoint, and in particular that of Levy
Strauss. The behaviour of Juha\Giufa
actually has many points in common
with the host of tricksters studied by the
French scholar. The closest definition of
this type of figure was formulated by
a scholar from Palermo, Silvana Miceli
(Miceli 1984), who brings his function into
sharper focus. The foolish rascals violates
- albeit only temporarily - any order for
the sake of reasserting his own validity;
he breaches conventions to destroy, but

at the same time to reaffirm, a set of
over-rigid rules. Historically speaking,
in the transition from paganism to the
monotheistic religions - and Christianity
in particular - the function of the trickster
is associated with that of the little devil
since he calls God’s great work into
question. As Michail Bachtin points out,
these carnivalesque demons overturn the
natural order, its rules and roles, but only
for a limited period of time (Bachtin 1979).

According to the Egyptian scholar
Muhammad Rajab al-Najjar, on the other
hand, they serve as a “safety valve”,
helping to get over those critical moments
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or someyears now agrowinginterest
has been shown in the study of the
anecdotes of Juha. My research

on this figure began over twenty years
ago in Cairo, when | soon realised that
some of the anecdotes corresponded to
earlier Indian tales1. The anecdotes of
the wise fool Juha are to be found in
the collections of Arabic proverbs and
collections of tales within a framework;
apart from the Thousand and One Nights
we find traces in the Panchatantra and in
Boccaccio’s Decameron, to name but the
most famous.

Juha and his never-ending story.

New evidence on the diffusion
of Juha’s anecdotes

Francesca Maria Corrao )ltaly(

In Italy more recently a number of writers
including Luigi Pirandello and Leonardo
Sciascia set about remodelling anecdotes
to adapt them to our own times2; we might
also mention Filippo De Franco’s Le storie
di Giufa raccontate al popolo siciliano and
Gesualdo Bufalino’s L’'uomo invaso. Other
authors invented for the Giufa figure
stories with a beginning and an end,
arranging the anecdotes in such a way as
to feature in the various stages of his life3.
Thus, in Sicilian narrative as in Turkish
folklore Giufa is born, grows up and dies.

In the Arab world, as in Turkey and Sicily,
over the last two centuries a great many
studies have been produced. We find them
documented by Ulrich Marzolph, with the
addition of further anecdotes circulating
in other areas of Islamic influence.

In Sicily, after the historic collections by
Giuseppe Pitre, Laura Von Gonzenbach
and Sebastiano Lo Nigro, a more recent
collection of Giufa material was published
under the editorship of Marina Di Leo. Over
the last two centuries both in the Arab
world and in Turkey scholars interested
in the figure (Juha, Nasreddin Hoca) set
out to prove the existence of a specific
personage in their own national popular
literature. In Turkey, moreover, Nasreddin
Hoca has had workshops dedicated to
him (Corrao 2001) in which particular
emphasis was placed on the mystic
interpretation of certain anecdotes, and
in particular the tales dwelt upon by
mevlana Jalaluddin R™m1 (13th century).

In the early 1980s a member of an
Egyptian Sufi confraternity prompted
me to study the stories of the Arab



were called “The Seven Ungrammatical
Arts of Verse”, because they did not
observe the rules of Arabic Grammar.
Solecism, which had been evident in
these poetic forms, was deeply detected,
thanks to the Iraqi poet Saffie-eddin Al-
Hilly (677-750 A. H.; 1277-1349A. D.).

The “popular poetry” is more close to
the thoughts of ordinary people. They
can memorize it better and deal with its
arts more creatively, because the mind of
the rank-and-file man leans more toward
what entertains him, and his spirit is so
attached to this kind of art. The ordinary
people practice the common verse in every
moment of their life; in another words,
the expression of thought with the help of
this particular poetry is well-established
in the popular surroundings more than
it is in the specific environment. It is in
purpose, then, to classify the arts of this

poetry as “public poetry”.

The public poetry, then, is an identity
that distinguishes the people’s creativity
and brings their souls together in all
stages of life. It is the spokesman
that expresses their egos in every
predetermined incident and reveals their
true individuality as compared to the
cream of the society. Ordinary people
kept developing its styles in each stage;
moreover, they were the first who created
artistic forms in contingence with the
level of the development of the society.
Put differently, the state of creativity
in the popular Iraqi poetry moves faster
than its counterpart in the well-spoken
poetry, because the multiplicity of the
poetic forms of public composition is
much richer than it is the case with the
eloquent composition.




14 Folk Culture  winter 2010 ;

8 |

he “Dark Period” of the cultural history of Iraq,

which extends from the seventh midcentury to

the ninth century of Hegira (13-15 A. D.), is the
period, in which Arabic Literature suffered a setback
and regressed on its self. Within this literature,
some poetic forms that emerged were decorated
with structures, in which literal paronomasia mainly
depends on the embellishments of words.

New Trends in the Popular Poetry

of Irag
Khairalla Saeed )lraq(

lowest level of its development, except
for some poets who demonstrated their
striking achievements on the individual
level. These poets were able to master
the composition of verse, keeping the
pillar of the poem in its strength, although
the “wave of decline” influenced them
and was so apparent in their poetry. They
managed to survive that wave, thanks to
their personal creativity in poetry.

What attracted attention in that period,
however, was the rise of some forms of
popular composition, particularly in Iraq,
that was evident in the colloquial verse
of the masses. This kind of vulgar poetry
started to rise in a noticeable manner, as
if the intention had been to take revenge
of that situation and to provoke it to rise
back. New forms of composition, the so-
called quatrains, have emerged. These
were poetic structures based on four lines
of verse. At a later time, some of these
More attention was paid to the poetic  forms evolved into five, six, and then
form on the expense of content, a fact  seven-line poetry. The last form was later
which prompted critics to judge the  op labeled as “Mawwal Al-Zihairy” (Floret
literature in that period as being at the Folk Song). These kinds of popular verse



frame. These anecdotes criticize the society,
tackles its political, social, and economic
issues in a humorous manner, thus being a
purposeful and oriented literature.

Heroes of these jokes are famous for their
inherited popular types, such as Juha
personality in the satiric books of Arabs, or
Mella Nasredin in the Kurdish literature, or
Nasrettin Hoca in the Turkish heritage, or
Karakush, the servant of Saladin, the 12th
century Kurdish Sultan of Egypt and Syria,
or Tamerlane, the 14th century conqueror
of Asia, during his talk with the Mullah.

The author cites some examples from the
popular Kurdish literature that mirror a sort
of spoken popular culture. Also, the paper
illustrates few examples of the popular
material culture of the Kurdish people,
as manifested in the popular dress, food,
singing and musical instruments.




12 |

8

Folk Culture

Winter 2010 =

Khan with the golden hand” or the “Poem of
the Fort of Damdam” that shows the struggle
of the Kurds under the leadership of the one-
handed Amir Khan against the Iranian Shah
Abbas the First during the years 1608-1610.
This was the revolution of the laborious
people against feudalism and dominance.

Among the epics of love and amour is
the “Poem of the Basket Seller” that
demonstrates the social aspects of labor and
hard work. The most famous of them was
the “Poem of Jekh and Siamend”, in which
Siamend, the farmer’s son, falls in love
with Jekh, the daughter of Emir-Aga, and
they stick to each other in a search for the
eternal happiness.

The author also cites some Kurdish popular
proverbs; the most famous among them is
“The Mim and Zain Tale” that resembles
“Majnoon Layla” (The Tale of the Guy Who

Was Crazy about Layla) in Arabic literature.
He also brings forward the Kurdish popular
songs, starting from songs in formal
ceremonies through songs during work,
songs of shepherds and farmers, to songs
during marriages and dances, night songs
for babies, songs for the playing kids, and
women songs during some works, such as
milking cows and producing milk.

The author mentions that the Kurdish songs
always talk about some historical events for
the Nation, such as the events related to
the Fort of Damdam. People vocalize these
events as a glorious history. Some songs focus
on popular love and amour tales, and others
brings up the happy days for the Kurdish
Nation.

The paper demonstrates some anecdotes in
a form of short stories molded in a satiric
shape, within a carefully selected comic



The paper also depicts some forms of the
National Literature of the Kurd People,
concentrating on some legends such as
Gilgamesh, Hero of the ancient Babylonian
epic in the northern part of Iraq. This legend
describes the formative development of the
most age-old popular opinions and beliefs,
highlighting the role of the legendary hero,
who possessed the characteristics of the
Gods and lived in a struggle for survival and
for the protection of life on earth.

“The Kurdish Legend portrays the struggle
between the devils and demons, on the one
hand, and the human being, on the other
hand, as a symbol for the ancient disastrous
battle between the forces of Good and Evil
on the earth”.

The author sheds the light on some popular
epics of the Kurd people, such as epics of
heroism and poems of love. The “Poem of
Damdam” was, possibly, the most well-
known epic of heroism. It is the “Poem of the
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demonstrate the facets of the popular

heritage of Jordan, as manifested in the
Kurdish Sect, including the role of traditions and
customs in the life of the Kurd, beginning from
childhood, through marriage, and ending with the
funerals and ceremonies of death.

The purpose of this research paper is to

Diversity in the National Heritage of Jordan:

The Kurdish Sect as an Example
Omar Abdul Rahman Al-Sareesi (Jordan)




this idea when he mentions that the said
appearances of magic aim to transform
the qualitative state of objects from one
shape to another “by psychological power
rather than practical manufacturing”.

Ibn Khaldun cites a third type of magic,
which is “the influence of the imaginary
forces in which the influencing person
resorts to some illusionary

forces, deals with them somehow, throws
some imaginations, imitations and forms
that he intends to include inside them,
and then brings them down to the viewers’
consciousness, using his own powers that
influence himself. The viewers perceive
these forces as being outside their senses,
which is not true”. In this kind of magic,
Ibn Khaldun almost makes a gesture to
the forces of the psychological suggestion
lived by some people, influencing them
or influenced by them. The hypnosis is
just a manifestation of such psychological
suggestion.

Ibn Khaldun attributes some forms of
magic to the human’s desire to become
aware of his or her own future and of what
might occur to him or her in the coming
days. The human might be ambitious to
be aware of his luck in this life and of

what he will gain or lose in it.

In his Introduction, Ibn Khaldun seeks
to connect some aspects of magic in his
era, such as the sciences of astrology,
necromancy, fortune-telling, etc with
their roots in the pre-Islamic times, i.e.,
with what was called divination and
augury.

Reflecting on Ibn Khaldun’s Introduction
and on the style that the writer utilized
to penetrate into the subject of popular
beliefs and some appearances and forms
of magic in the eighth century of Hegira,
the author reaches to a firm conclusion
that this Arab scientist proceeds from an
organized and civilized mind. He is not
satisfied with the external form of the
popular belief; he discovers its mysteries,
refers it back to its roots, looks for its
causes, and does not leave it unless
he covers all its aspects and studies it
thoroughly.

Ibn Khaldun rejected many popular
beliefs, which were mythical or were not
based on solid and logic arguments. He
managed to do so, utilizing True Islamic
law (Sharia) and facts of some sciences of
his time, such as scholastic theology, logic,
etc, not to mention his unique mental gift
in justification, induction and deduction.
Having done this, lbn Khaldun adds a
new root that extends to our age and is
linked to a contemporary specialization
called the science of folklore, namely,
its division that is related to popular
practices. This was an indication of the
birth of the present science of Folklore
and its practical fields of research.

0| ©
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he folklore or the popular heritage includes the spoken

creativity of both primitive and civilized people, which is

achieved by words phrased in poetic language or prose.
The folklore also encompasses beliefs, customs, traditions,
rituals and practices of ordinary people.

Ibn Khaldun

And the Science of Folklore

Sabri Muslim Hammadi )lraq(

If people, in general, did not pay attention
to this treasure of folklore but in our
time, the Arab scientist Abdu r-Rahman
Ibn Khuldoon, who was Moroccan by birth
and Yemeni from Hadramot by origin,
and whose literary works glittered in the
eighth century of Hegira, had recognized
the importance of people beliefs and their
popular practices at that time. He was
not only satisfied with describing these
beliefs and practices, but he also held an
attitude toward them, that is apparently
similar to the new attitudes that prevail
in the modern era.

This is particularly obvious when Ibn

Khaldun speaks about the phenomenon
of magic in his famous Mugaddimah
(Introduction). He considers magic and
some of what is related to it as sciences,
defining them as “sciences about aptitudes
that enable human souls to influence the
word of elements either with the help of
spiritual acts or without it. In the first
case, it is the magic, in the second - the
talismans. In saying this, he implies that
these sciences have appeared as a result
of the human’s mechanical and technical
deficit that motivated him to resort
to these means to change the nature
surrounding him. Ibn Khaldun stresses



the imaginary more than to dialogue with
the individual’s mind.

These symbols of inventions, given their
different expressions and aspects, have
moved from shaded and marginal areas
to a place where they became a visible
material that feeds the eye from all
possible directions. The modern city
became a symbolic, meaningful reservoir,
where the picture occupies an exceptional
position. It seems as if all radical changes
that have been set up by the modernity,
and that the visionary symbols that
distinguish all spaces of the modern city,
give more than a justification to recall
the Platonic saying that “The man who
was able to grasp the picture could grasp
the soul”.

In its different types and ways of
expression, writing, as well as creativity,
creates a rich aspect for the imaginary
work, which in turn, given its forms,
metaphors, similesand legends, cancreate
an opportunity for the cultural dialogue
more than what a strict reasonable
interest might provide. Being an
expression of conscious and subconscious
stocks of the bodies of the writer and the
artist, writing and art act in principal as
a special appeal. The written script is
an invitation for a meeting between the
writer’s imagination on the one hand,
and the supposed reader, on the other
hand. In his turn, the reader will read,

based on his own symbolic imagination,
and in this process, either the interaction
between the two sides takes place or the
alienation stabilizes.

The author mentions that imagination,
as an aspect for the flow of symbols,
is not confined to rephrasing things
or reordering of pictures and tales.
The reason is that to the extent that
imagination involves the individual ego
in its process of production, it exceeds
that ego to satisfy the considerations of
the “Social Imaginary”, as the French
philosopher Paul Recor puts it.

The researcher indicates that since the
period of Illuminationist Philosophy until
now, the west has combined two levels
of its ingredients: production of ego and
of elements of its identity, on the one
hand, and criticism of this ego and of the
transformations of identity, on the other
hand. This criticism, at times, takes place
in the name of reason; at other times it
takes a form of a radical negative attitude
towards what exists, and at other times it
acts in the name of irrationality and of
reconsidering the imaginary. Hence, the
history of western thought had invented
several methods and ways that made
it a unique combination of different,
conflicting approaches and sensitivities
that sometimes hits the level of dispute
and mutual liquidation.

o~
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his research paper argues that the
science of philosophy mainly relied upon
the ability to reason, thus ignoring, in
different ways, other abilities of the person,

such as imagination, feelings, etc.

About Some Forms of |
Consciousness of the Imaginary

Mohammed Nooreddin Affaya )Morocco(

The reason for this phenomenon is that
the philosophy considers imagination as
an element that disrupts the functioning
of brain, as Descartes puts it, so it
should be removed from the process of
knowledge as the latter is a pure product
of the work of mind that considers the
principles of reason as its logic and main
point of reference.

The imagination can be considered as
belonging to the field of the theory of
literature or artistic criticism, or related
to the world of Sufism and religions,

but it is very rarely considered within
the field of philosophical thinking. The
philosophical logic, undoubtedly, has its
justified considerations in dealing with
the topics of imagination and imaginary,
because these topics embrace legends,
tales, stories, dreams and all symbolic
products that go beyond the limits of
mind. The marginal consideration of
these elements as a confusing factor for
the work of mind means dealing with the
human ego just from the point of view
that solely considers the mental aspects
of human thinking.

Dreams, imaginaries, feelings, etc. are
located below the level of intellect. But
the individual is neither only an intellect
nor it is just a consciousness, he or she
is a “contradictory” human creature who,
in essence, embraces wish, dream, brain
and reality, and who combines inside
himself all talents, which struggle with
one another inside one’s brain and hence
produce linguistic and symbolic forms
that are possibly dominated by reason,
or possibly express aesthetic traits that
do not necessarily follow the prevailing
mental order.

Inventions of modernity since the
nineteenth century until now, however,
have unprecedentedly revolutionized
the way the picture and the products of
imagination are considered. Invention of
photography, cinema and television and
boom of book industry and distribution
loosened the severity of mental discourse
so that the symbols of these inventions
and their products began to interact with
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Editorial

The Folk Culture Under The Umbrella

On February 14, 2001, people of Bahrain
gave “YES” to the National Action
Charter, endorsing it with a 98.4% of
voices in a nationwide referendum,
thus demonstrating the unprecedented
popular support that contributed to the
crystallization and inauguration of the
National Reform, which was launched by
His Majesty, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, King
of Bahrain, may God protect him!

Anumber of courageous political measures
and decisions had set up the basis for
the atmosphere of détente in the local
political arena and for the openness to
different streams, in a clear wish toinvolve
multiple voices in decision-making.

At that time, Bahrain and other Arab
countries reached historical crossroads,
where all international and regional
events indicated that the time was up
for reform and change, and that a bold,
unrecoverable decision to climb the
doorsteps of history had to be made. In
this context, the Reform Project of His
Majesty, the King, was a historical chance
to the cultural move, which Bahrain
witnessed in the following years. We
hence witnessed an advanced upswing
in different aspects of life, including the
political, economic, and social spheres,
which, in turn, led to a major move
towards the modernization of legal and
administrative systems, the formation of
constitutional institutions and bodies, the
realization of a democratic order, and the
freedom of speech and expression.

We should not forget, however, that the
achievement of such a democratic path
for peoples and governments requires a
great deal of understanding, patience,
and diligence. This is a necessary element
to get committed towards rendering
love, tolerance, and democracy, being
the only unavoidable option, despite all
difficulties associated with it in its early
stages, for this is what we have learnt
from the nations that took the same road

of The National Reform Project

in the past.

During the past years of the prosperous
era of this young Kingdom, the culture,
which was given a significant amount
of attention, became an important
pillar of political, economic, and social
development. The authentic creativity
actually thrives in an atmosphere of
freedom, democracy and openness, being
avitalcomponent of therise of our National
Culture, whose origins are centered upon
the civilizations, which flourished in both
the sea and the desert.

We may absolutely contend that the issue
of the “Folk Culture” Journal for the third
year is a manifestation of democratic
freedom and prosperity and a way to cling
to the Arabic national identity and to the
multiplicity of cultural roots and origins in
the Kingdom of Bahrain. The publication
of the Journal is one of the growing seeds
of a set of plants which firmly constitute
the enormous Reform Project. We take
care of it and secure its continuous growth
for the sake of our future generations. In
this endeavor, we rely on the support and
guidance of His Majesty, Hamad Bin Isa Al
Khalifa, King of the Kingdom of Bahrain,
may Allah guard and protect him!

We extend our greetings to the leadership
and the people of the Kingdom of
Bahrain, who in these days celebrate the
anniversary of the Glorious National Day.
Under the Wing of the National Reform
Project, the flowers will always bloom,
and the souls will be filled with great
ambitions and wishes!
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endeavor to uproot us?

It is a universe of symbolism, imagination and characters
Union press co.w.L.l. that stir our lavish interest in going back to the endless
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